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January, 1819, his parents being John M. and Elizabeth (McQueen) 
Weber. The father was born near the river Rhine, in Holland, No­
vember 10, 1794, and at the age of twelve yearl:! came to the United 
States with his mother and one brother, and settled in Philadelphia, 
where he grew to manhood and was married. He learned and worked 
at the baker's trade in Philadelphia, but about 1823 moved to Ruther­
ford County, Tenn., and engaged in farming. He knew nothing of 
this business, but was taught by his wife, who was born in Prince 
George County, Va., Octoher 18, 1793. They lived in Tennessee 
until 1830, then moving to Saline County, Ill., where the father died 
in 1867 and the mother in 1869. John Weber, whORe name heads 
this sketch, is the second of eight sons and three daughters, and re­
mained with his parents until nineteen years of age. September] 7, 
1840, he married Eliza J. Powell, who was born in Gallatin County, 
Ill. , January 22, 1824. In 1844 he became a citizen of Phel pB 
County, Mo., and located adjoining. the present site of Rolla, and here 
he erect~d the first house in that section. In 1876 he moved to the 
farm where h'il now lives, his acreage consisting of 580 acres. His 
wife died in September, 1859, having borne a family of ten children: 
John 0., who died in 1860; Elizabeth (deceased), died in 1882, the wife 
of William Yowell; William E.; James H., who died in 1884; Annie 
J., wife of A. J. Weber, her cousin; Mary E., died in 1859; Archibald 
N. ; Margaret E., who died in 1887, the wife of James Ray; Americus 
C., and Joseph M. (deceased), died in 1860. In March, 1860, Mr. 
'Weber married Mrs. Sarah Crites, who was born in Tennessee, and 
died in 1862, having borne one child, Sarah E., who is deceased. On 
tlie 22d of February, 1863. he married Mrs. Lucinda F. Yowell, nee 
Sally. She was born in Phelps County, Mo., in 1836, and she and 
Mr. Weber are the parents of eight children: 'George E.; Mattie A., 
wife of James Dunham; Laura, wife of Louis Aurebach; Minnie L. 
(deceased), died in 1873;. Andrew J., Charles A., Albert F. and Nellie 
I. Mr. Weber is one of the oldest citizens of Phelps County, and 
commands the respect and esteem of all who know him. He has been 
a life-long Democrat in politics, and has shown his brotherly spirit by 
joining the Masonic order and the 1. O. O. F. 

DENT OOUNTY. 

Dr. W. L. Arnot, merchant and farmer of Dent County, Mo., was 
born in Jefferson County, Tenn., in 1830, and is a son of Holbert 
and Elizabeth (Kirkpatrick) Arnot, both of whom were born in the 
" Old Dominion. " The former was bOl"n about 1790, and died about 
1845, in Jefferson County, Tenn., being of Scotch-Irish descent, and 
a farmer by occupation. Mrs. Arnot was born about 1795, and died 
about 1842. Eight of their ten children grew to maturity, Dr. W. 
L. Arnot being the fifth of the family. After his parents' death he 
went to North Carolina, where he made his home with a sister for 
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three years, and then returned to Tennessee and worked at the cabi­
neMrade for a short time, but owing to ill health was obliged to give 
up this trade. He then entered Tuscalum Oollege, and at the end of 
one year was transferred to Hiwassee Oollege, which institution he 
attended three years. The following three years were spent in read­
ing medicine under Dr. Drake, of St. Clair, Tenn., and after passing 
examination under the medical board of that place he was given a 
diploma. He then·moved to Oole Oounty, Mo., and the first year 
taught school and practiced his profession, but shortly after gave all his 
attention to the latter occupation, and became one of the leading 
physicians of the county. In 1884 he was arrested on a charge of 
being disloyal to the Government, and was taken to St. LOllis for 
trial, and was sentenced to the military prison at Alton, Ill., for five 
years at hard labor. He was there from May till November, and was 
then sent to Polk Island, Ill., to take charge of the hospital as physi­
cian, and there remained until February of the next year, when he 
succeeded in making his eHcape (one or the most remarkable as well 
as notable incidents of the war), and went to Macoupin Oounty, Ill., 
where he enlisted in the Union army, and was mustered in at Jack­
sonville. He served in Oompany G, Twenty-eight.h Regiment Illinois 
Veteran Volunteers, and at the close of the war was sent to the Rio 
Grande River with the Thirteenth Army Cmps. being mustered out 
of the service at Brownsville, Texas, May 9, 1866. He then returned 
to Dent Oounty, Mo., and resumed the practice of his profession and 
teaching school, following the latter occupation two tel'ms in the town 
of Salem. He also sold dl'l1gs and practiced his profession in Dent 
Oounty until 1871. when he sold out and purchased his present farm. 
From that date until 1876 he practiced medicine in AI'kansas, but at 
the latter date he and family moved to the farm, and he has since given 
the most of his attention to farming, stock raising and merchandising. 
His farm consists of 480 acres, with 130 under cultivation, and is well 
improved, with a two-story frame dwelling, and besides this he has 
two 120-acre farms and forty acres in another. September 23, 1877, 
he was married to Lucy J. Brigman, who was bol'll in Dent County, 
Mo., in 184(S, and is a daughter of Edmond and Nancy Brigman. 
They have three children. Dr. Arnot is a Republican, and is a mem. 
bel' of the Second Advent Ohurch. 

John Arthur, tiller of the soil and stock raiser of Watkin Town­
ship, was born in Washington (now Marion) Oounty, Ky., March 20, 
]814, and is one of the old and enterprising citizens of the township. 
He is the son of Barnabas and Nancy (Vaughn) Arthur, the former 
probably a native of Virginia, and the latter a native of Washington 
County, Ky. The mother died a few years after her marriage, and 
the father married again and removed to Boone's Lick, in North Mis­
souri, where he spent one year, returned to Kentucky, and at the end of 
one year removed to Franklin Oounty, Mo., and again retul'lled to 
Kentucky, but later removed to Orawford County, Mo., where they 
both, father and step-mother, passed their last days. Mr. Arthur 
was one of the pioneers of South Missouri, settling there when it was 
a wilderness, and when it was probably a Territory. He reared four 
sons and a daughter, John Arthur being the only one living of the 
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first :family. He was rea,l'ed principally where Meramec Iron Works were 
when that country was one vast wilderness, teeming with bear, wol ves, 
panthers, elk, deer, etc., and it was common for fifteen years to see from 
1,000 to 1,500 Shawnee Indians. He was reared with very little school­
ing, and when not working, genel'ally spent a great deal of his spare 
time in hunting with the Indians, and learning the Shawnee language, in 
which he learned to converse readily. Before he was twelve years of 
age he had killed bear. When old enough, he began working in t.he 
old l\'[eramec Iron 'Vorks, where he was employed until t.wenty-four 
years of age. In 1839 he married Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Sam­
uel and Elizabeth RyeI', whose sketch appears in another part of this 
work.. Mrs. Arthur was born in Cumberland County, Penn., and by 
her union to Mr. Arthur became the mother of twelve children, five 
now living: Mattie, wife of Dr. Frank CraVElll, of Licking; Dr. 
Samuel, of Phelps Oounty; Alice, wife of Alfred Craven of Licking; 
_~nna Mary, wife of J. R. McFarland, and Kate, wife of ,Joseph 
Hodges. The eldest, a daughter, named Julia, died in 1883, leaving 
her husband,. James T. Whitelaw, a lawyer, now of DodgE' Cit.y, Kas., 
and three cbildren. When first married J\lIr. Arthur settled on his 
present farm, on Ryer's Branch of Dry Fork, and was one of the first 
settlers of that creek. Here he has since livod, and is one of the 
prominent and enterprising farmers and extensive land-owners of th(-l 
county, owning about 1,400 acres, with about 300 uuder cultivation. 
He began life in the woods, coming to his homH with a yoke of cattle 
and a cart, t.he latter containing all his household effects. He has 
hauled wheat to St. Louis for 50 cents a bushel, with an ox team, 
taking twenty days to make the trip, whon he would lay in a supply 
of groceries for one year. The nearest post-oflieE.1 ;~t that time was 
Meramec Iron vVorks. By industry, economy and good management 
he has accumulated a good property, and now, when getting old, can 
enjoy the result of his labor. He has long boen known as an honest, 
industrious and upright citizen, and at present is largely engaged 
in stock raising, and is making considerabI~) effort to impl'ov(l the 
grade of stock in the county. He has taken an act,ive part in upbuild­
iug the county, and has spared no pains to educate his children. The 
eldest was educated at the Convent of Visitation, St. Louis. '1'he son 
is a graduate of Missouri lIiltldical College, and is now a successful 
practicing physician of Phelps County, Edgar's Prairie. The remain­
der of the children were educated principally at home, by private 
tutors. Mr. Arthur is a Democrat in his political views, his first presi­
dential vote being for Martin Van Buren in 183ft He has been a 
member of the Masonic fraternity for forty years, HoyaI Arch degree, 
and Mrs. Arthur has been a member of the old Primitive Baptist. 
Church since May, 1888. 

Samuel Asbridge is a native of North Carolina, born in 1812, and 
is a son of Joseph and Sarah (Pounds) Asbridge, who were born in 
Maryland and North Carolina, in 1750 and 1752, and died in Kentucky 
in 1835 and 1826, respectively. The father was a farmer, and his 
father was also an agriculturist, of English birth, and a soldier in t.he 
Revolutionary War. Samuel Asbridge is the seventh of eight chil­
dren (six: of whom grew to maturity),. and made the paterna.l roof his 
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home until after the death of his mother. He received very meager 
school advantages, and at an early day began earning his own living. 
In 1833 he was united in marriage to Jane Bonner, who was a daugh­
ter of William and Anna Bonner, and was born in Tennessee in 1814, 
and died in 1871, having borne seven children, only one, a daughter, 
now living. After his marriage Mr. Asbridge resided in the State of' 
Kentucky two years, and from that time until 1852 resided in Tennes­
see, and at the latter date took up his abode in Dent Connty, Mo., 
where he has continued to reside up to the present time, having spent 
the time in farming with the exception of two years, when he was. 
engaged in the livery businesR in Salem. He owned at one time 640 
'l.cres, but now owns only 257t acres, with 100 acres under cultivation. 
In 1885 he deeded one and a half acres on which to erect a church, which 
is denominated the Union Church, and is the largest country place of 
worship in the county. February 14, 1874, he was married to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Price, widow of William Price, and daughter of John and 
Rachel Hagler. She is of German descent, was born in Union County, 
Ill., in 1844, and became the mother of three children, two of whom 
are living: Sidney L., who waR born June 1, 1873, and is the wife of 
H. Pewett, and Rachel Melvina, who was born in August, 1875. In 
]865 he enlisted in the Eighty-fourth Regiment Missouri Infantry, 
Federal service, and since the late Civil War has been a Republican 
in politics. He and wife are members of the Christian Church. 

Rev. John M. Ashlock, assistant manager and wood receiver of 
Sligo Furnace, was born in Washington County, Mo., in 1842, and is 
the son of Benjamin and Mary (Robinson) Ashli)ck, the father born in 
Obion County, Tenn., about 1823, and the mother in St. Francois County, 
Mo. They were married in Washington County, and there the father 
died in 184/3. The mother afterward married William Polk. She 
was a member of the Baptist Church, and died in Octobel', 1883. Mr. 
Ashlock was a mason by occupation, and the son of Col. James Ash­
lock, who was of German origin, and who was reared in Obion County, 
Tenn. He was a mason and furnace builder, and a colonel in the War 
of 1812, under Jackson. His father, William Ashlock, was a native 
of Germany, and came as a soldier to the American colonies with Gen. 
Braddock, being with him in his defeat in the French and Indian War. 
He served with Gen. Washington all through the Revolutionary War, 
serving as national guard, and was present at the Declaration of Inde­
pendence. He was a firm friend and associate of Gen. Washington. 
John Robinson, the maternal grandfather of subject, was a native of 
Ireland, and came to the United States when young. He settled in 
St. Francois County, Mo., at quite an early date, followed farming, 
and finally died in Washington County, where he had moved. Rev. 
John M. Ashlock was the eldest of three children, and received a lim­
ited education in the common schools, being obliged to go. six miles, 
that being the nearest school. At the age of about eighteen or twenty 
he began for himself as a farm hand, but soon after was employed by 
an iron company at Irondale, and has been connect~d with the iron 
works more or less ever since. In 1861 he married Miss Henrietta 
Brooks, who was born in Kentucky, and who died in 1880, leaving 
three children. In 1881 Mr. Ashlock took for his second wife Miss. 



1030 DENT COUNTY. 

Lizzie, daughter of Henry and Mary Benson, of Kentucky and Iowa, respectively. Mrs. Ashlock was born in Phelps County, Mo., where her father died. Her mother is still living. Mr. Ashlock's last union resulted in the birth of two chilru:en. Mr. Ashlock has always been a great reader of good literature, and although his education was rather limited, he has, by his own efforts, become a well· informed man. In IBM he joined Company B, Fifth Missouri Volunteer Infant­ry, as a regular color bearer with the rank of corporal. He operated in Missouri and Tennessee, and was mustered out at St. Louis in August, 1865. Soon after the war he united with the Missionary Bap. tist Church, and began to apply himself to the study of the Scriptures, with which he soon became familiar, and then chose a higher calling, being ordained as a minister in 1868. He then devoted his entire time for many years to his ministerial duties in Washington, Maries and Crawford Counties. He was located at Osage for nearly two years, and was pastor of several churches from there to Midland, and was pastor of the church at Sligo the first six years there. Since his residence at Sligo he has married 101 couples, and a great many before coming there. Politically a Republican, his first presidential vote was cast for Hancock in 1880. He is an ardent advocate of the prohibi­tion of the liquor traffic. Mrs. Ashlock has been a member of the Baptist Church since 1880. 
Capt. Robert Mortimer Askin, hardware and furniture dealer, of Salem, Mo., was bom April 10, 1838, in t.he city or Dublin, Ireland, being the son of John and Sarah S. (Shea) Askin, and grandson of John Askin, who was a native of England and a plumber by trade. He died in Ireland. John Askin, Jr., was bom in Ireland in 1808, but was of English descent. He was also a plumber by trade, and died in his native country in 1873. His wife, Sarah S., was bom in Ireland in 1807, and died in 1880. She was the mother of seven children, three now living, but only two came to America: William A. and Robert M. The last named and his brother came to Canada with their uncle, William Shea, on a visit in ] 852. William Shea lo­cated in Upper Canada, and at the end of twelve months Robert M. and William A. did not wish to return to Ireland. They lived in Canada four years, and while there worked at the tinner's trade. In 1856 Robert M. came to the United States, and located in J efl'erson County, N. Y., at Belleville, and here Robert M. worked at his trade until 1859, when he retm:ned to Canada. In 1860 he returned to the States, and stopped in Missonri, locating in St. Louis in AugufJ.t, 1862. He enlisted in Company E, Thirty-second Missouri Regiment Infantry Volunteers, for three years or during the war, at Ste~lville, Mo. He was in the fights at Vicksburg, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and was all through the Atlanta campaign, with Sherman to the sea, through the Carolinas by way of Richmond, and was at Washington, D. C., during the grand parade. He then went back to Louisville, Ky., where he was discharged July 18, 1865. His regiment was in fifty-two battles and skirmishes, and he never received a scratch or wound; was not absent but once, from December 9,1863, to February 8, 1864, on recruiting service. He was not sick during entire service. He entered the service as a private, and October 20, 1862, he was 
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commissioned second lieutenant. April 4, 1864, he received the 
commission of captain of his company. After the war he located at 
Steelville, Crawford County, and et:1tablished a hardware and tin store. 
In 1870 he moved to Cuba, and there engaged in his old trade, but 
nine years later he came to Salem, where he has since been engaged 
in the hardware and furniture business. Febl1lary 22, 1866, he mar­
ried Miss Clara Alice Jamison, daughter of Homer J amiso.l1, and a na­
tive of Washington County, Mo., born in 1849, died Janl'l'ary 22,1873, 
leaving two children, William Clarence and John Herlfflrl. April 12, 
]876, he married Frances Amelia Watros, a native of New York, born 
in 1850. They have four children: Arthur W., Adney E., Myrvin L. 
and Matie Amelia. Mr. Askin is one of Salem' 8 best business men, 
and is the only furniture dealer in the town. He can-ies a first-class 
stock of goods, and is a man well respected by an who know him. He 
is a stanch Republican in hit:1 political views; is a member of the Ma­
sonic fraternity, the A. O. U. W. and the G. A. R. He was a mem­
ber of the school board for a time, and he and wife are members of 
the Episcopal Church. 

Asa H. Bain is considered one of the successful farmers of Dent 
County, Mo., and although born in Maury County, Tenn., was reared 
and educated in Dent County, Mo. He was born on the 1st of Au­
gust, 1841, and is the seventh of ten children born to the marriage of 
Frederick Bain and Smmnnah Andrews, and is a grandson of William 
Bain. The latter was of Scotch descent, and lived and died in North 
Carolina, the latter tlV!mt taking place at the age of one hundred and 
two years. Frederick Bain was born in the "Old North State" 
March 26, 1809, and died in the State of Arkansas in 18M), having 
been a Southern trader in horAes and mules. His wife was also bOI"n 
(1808) in North Carolina, and died at the home of her son Asa, in 
September, ]875. She was of Scotch-Irish descent, and was maITied 
in 1828, and became the mother of ten children, nine of whom are liv­
ing. On the 7th of October, 1875, Asa H. Bain waH married to Miss 
Maq M. Craig, who was born in Dent County, Mo., April 19, 1853. 
She is a daughter of .J ames E. and Edith Craig, and is the mother of 
four children: James F., H. Asbury, Susannah C. and Mary S. In 
July, 1861, Mr. Bain enlisted in Company D, rrenth Missouri In­
fantry, under E. Kirby Smith, Parson's brigade, Price's division, 
Confederate States Army, and served until June, 1865, being a partic­
ipant in the battles of Springfield, Prairie Grove and Helena. In 
the last engagement he received two wounds. After the close of the 
war he returned to his farm of 165 acres in Missouri, and has since 
been actively engaged in tilling the soil. His lamd is well improved, 
and is furnished with a good orchard and buildings. He served two 
years as constable of Current Township, and was president of the 
County Wheel one term. His wife is a member of the Baptist Church, 
and he has always been a Democrat in his political views. 

William Barksdale, a prosperous farmer of Dent County, Mo.; was 
born in Tennessee in 1836, and is a son of Stephen 1. and Sarah 
(Waler) Barksdale, who were born in Tennessee in 1812 and 1811, and 
died in Shannon and Dent Counties, Mo., in 1870 and 1883, respect­
ively. The father was of English descent, and a farmer by occupa-
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1804, and is a farmer by occupation. He was left fatherless at the 
age of three years, and was reared by his sister in his native 
county. Previous to his malTiage he moved to Crawford County, 
Mo., where he now resides and where he has since lived. He is 
the oldest resident of Crawford County now Hving. He is the father 
of seven children: Rhoda Ann, wife of Calvin Brand,,in Crawford 
County, Mo.; James S., on the old home place; Catherine E., wife of 
James M. Avery; John T., Henry E., Julia Ann, wife of Val Blanton, 
and Elijah P. Mrs. Nancy Benton, mother of these children, was 
born in the State of Kentucky in 1813, and came to Crawford County, 
Mo., with her parents, Joseph and Rhoda King, when thirteen years 
of age. Her parents are both deceased. Mrs. Benton is living, and 
she and her husband have lived together over fifty years. John 
Thomas Bent,on remained with his parents on the farm until twenty­
two years of age, and June 7, 1867, he married Miss Nancy Evaline 
Jones, daughter of James and Evaline (Province) Jones, and a native 
of Izard County, Ark., born in 1845. To this union were born two 
children: James E., barber in Salem, and Julia Ellen. In 1869 Mr. 
Benton moved to Scotia, Crawford Co., Mo., and worked at the fur­
nace. In 1873 he removed to Midland Furnace, where he remained 
until 1882, when he became a resident of Salem, Mo., where he now 
resides. For the past year he has been agent for Anheuser-Busch's 
Brewery of St. Louis. Mr. Benton lost his first wife in 1872, and iIl; 
the year 1885 he married Miss Maggie E. Garner, who was born in 
Dent County, Mo. They have one child, Birdie. Mr. Benton is 
one of the finest men, physically, in the State of Missouri, standing 
six feet, four and a half inches in his stockings, and weighs 320 pounds, 
there not being a pound of surplus flesh on him. He is a Democrat 
in politics, and cast his first presidential vote for Greeley in 1872. 

Franklin C. and Hardy Blackwell, proprietors of livery and feed 
stable at Salem, were born. in 1856 and 1884, respectively, being sana 
of James H. and Nancy M. (Barnes) Blackwell, grandsons of William 
and Mary (Halbert) Blackwell, who were natives of Virginia, coming 
to Missouri at a very early date, and settling in Crawford County. 
William died in 1858, at the age of sixty-three, and his wife is yet 
living, and is now in her eighty-ninth year, her birth occurring in 
1801. James H. Blackwell was born in 1822, and died in 18136 in 
Dent County, eight miles north of Salem, where his widow now lives 
on the old homestead of 393 acres. She was born in Tennessee, later 
moving to Alabama, and came to Dent County, Mo., with her parents, 
Thomas and Elizabeth Barnes, who located four miles north of the 
county seat. Mrs. Blackwell is the mother of nine children: Sarah, 
wife of Harvey McDonald; Eliza J., wife of James L. Chambers; 
Frances, wife of Thomas Frank; James T., Rachel, wife of Samuel 
Roney; Franklin C., John P., Nancy, wife of George Plank, and 
Hardy. Franklin C. was reared on his father's farm, and in 1884 
was elected constable of Spring Creek Township, and was also appointed 
deputy sheriff of Dent County. In 1886 he was elected sheriff of 
Dent County, and served the people faithfully for two years. In Sep­
tember, 1888, Blackwell Bros. bought the livery and feed stable of 
Powell Bros., and are doing a good business. They have nine horses,. 

64 
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three buggies, three hacks and one wagon. They are young men of 
good business capacity, and gentlemen in eV81'y sense of the word. 
They keep a first-class stable. In October, 1877, Franklin C. was 
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Ann Norris, who was born in Dent 
County, Mo., in 1860. They have one child, Emmet H. In 1886 
Hardy Blackwell married Miss Jane Peck, a native of Dent County, 
Mo., born in 1866, and the daughter of Thomas Peck. They have 
one child, Arley Fulton. In politics the Blackwell brothers are Dem­
ocrats, and Franklin C. and wife are members of the Christian Churcb. 

Robert Jackson Bowman, a successful tiller of the soil in Spring 
Creek Township, whose residence is situated four mile8 east of Salem, 
was born October 18, 1831, in Washington County, Tenn., and is the 
son of Isaac and Agnes (Young) Bowman, both natives of Washington 
Countv, Tenn. Isaac Bowman was born in 181~, and was a farmer 
by occupation. About 18·4,4 he moved to Barren County, Ky., where 
he now resides. He was a soldier in the Oonfedorate army during the 
late war; was captured at Vicksburg, Miss., and retained some time. 
His wife died in 1887. They were the parents of twelve children, 
Robert J. being the ninth. He was about thirteen years of age when 
his parents moved to Kentucky, and was reared on a farm, where he 
remained until over twenty yeal's of age. In 1854 he married Miss 
Nancy Jane Peden, daughter of Ben:iamin and Mary Peden, and a 
native of Kentueky, born in 1832. Eight ehildren were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowman: James L., farmer; Benj amin, merchant; Joseph, 
Matthew, John, William, Juda, wife of Jube Cal·thy, and Mary, wife 
of Eli Mosher. In 1870 Mr. Bowman left, Kentucky, and immigrated 
to Dent County, Mo., where he bought 300 acres of land foul' miles 
east of the county seat, where he located and where he bas since re­
sided. He is a Democrat in politics, and his wife is a member of the 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

Thomas Jefferson Bowman. Prominent among the many enter­
prising farmers and stock raisers of Watkins Towllship stands the 
name of the above mentioned gentleman, who waR born in Greene Coun­
ty, Tenn., in 1833, the son of Benjamin and Millie (Skyles) Bowman, 
also natives of Greene County, Tenn., where they remained until about 
1852 or 1853, when they moved to what is now Dent County, and here 
the father died two years later, at the age of sixty-five ytlars. He was 
a farmer, and one of the early settlers of the county. 'fhe mother died 
in 1871; she was the daughter of William Skyles, who was also an 
early settler of Greene County, Tenn., and died in that State while 
en route for Missouri. He was with Gen. J aekson in one of the 
Indian wars, and was at t.he battle of Horseshoe Bend. Sparling 
Bowman, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born in Mary­
land, and was one of the first white settlers of Greene County, Tenn., 
where he died. He was a soldier in the Hevolutionary \Val', was also 
in the Indian wars, and was sheriff of Greene County many years, and 
one of its best citizens. Thomas Jefferson Bowman was the third of 
six children born to his parents; he received a limited education in the 
common schools of Tennessee. and moved with his parents to Dent 
Oounty, Mo., where in 1858 he maniec1 Miss Elizabeth, daughtpI' of 
Robert and Prudence Thompson. natives of Virginia and South Caro-



BIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX. 1035 

lina, respectively. 1\'lr8. Bowman was born in Tennessee, and. came 
to Dent Oounty about 1851 or 1852. Her rather died in Arkansas 
about 1862, and her mother in Phelps County shortly after coming to 
Missouri. To Mr. and Mrs. Bowman were born two children, Benja­
min F. and Thomas J. Since his marriage Mr. Bowman has lived on 
and adjoining the old farm on which his father first settled. He is the 
owner of 400 acres of land. In 1863 he served about four months in 
the :J!'ederal army, in Oompany B, Forty-eighth Missouri Infantry, on 
guard at Rolla. He has been a Democrat in his political views all his 
life, and cast his first presidential vote for James Buchanan in 1856, 
and ror every Democratic candidate since. Mrs. I~owman is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Ohurch, in good standing. 

Millard F. Browne, local manager of: Plank Iron Bank, for Dent 
Iron Company, and postmaster of Eden Post-office, also general mer­
chant at the bank, whose annual sales equal about $10,000, established 
the store July 6, 1882, under the title of Sankey & Browne, and 
since about 1885 Mr. Browne has been sole owner and proprietor. 
He has also been manager of the iron bank since November, 1887. 
He was born in Washington County, Mo., October 11, 1855, being 
the son of Rev. Solomon and Mary Ann (Love) Browne, natives of 
Virginia, bol'll in 17H9, and Missouri, bol'll in 1811.), respectively. 
They were married in Reynolds County, Mo., in 1842, and settled in 
Washington County, where he lived. until ]878, when he moved to 
Salem. He died there Feb1'11ary 18, 1888, at the age of eighty-nine. 
He was a Cumberland Presbyterian minister for nearly forty years, 
and delivered his last sermon a few months before he died. He was 
married three times, the subject's mother being his last wife, and was 
the father of twenty -one chilClren, jive by the firRt wife, seven by the 
second and nine by the last. He lived in Missollri for nearly sixty 
y<:HI1'8; was a very prominent divine, and became well known through­
out Southeast Missouri. His father was a Scotchman, a Revolution­
ary soldior, and died in Kentncky. Mrs. Mary Ann (Love) Browne 
died. in Salem in September, 1877, and WHS first a member of the 
Baptist Church, but afterward joined the Oumberland Presbyterian 
Church. Her father, Judge William O. Love, was an early settler in 
Reynolds County, and is now living in Iron County, nearly one 
hundred years old. He was a farmer by occupation, was in the Mexi­
can War, and was presiding judge of Reynolds Connty Court for 
many years. Millard F. Browne was the sixth of nine children, and 
received his education in the common country schools, and his parents 
afterward moved to Salem, where he attended the schools there for 
two years, giving Prof. Linch his note at 10 per cent., which he paid 
with money earned afterward. He taught two terms of school, one 
during vacation and one after finishing school. He then began as 
weighmaster for Dent Iron Company, in Phelps County, and about 
twelve months after he was made manager of the Clinton Bank, in 
Phelps County, where he remained until he came to Plank Bank, and 
where he assumed the duties as above stated. He was married April 
30, 1882, to Miss Maggie Ann McGinnis, the c1aughter of Hugh and 
Mary McGinnis, natives of Ireland, who came to the United States 
when young. The rather died in Orawford Oount.y, but the mother 
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is still living. To Mr. and Mrs. Browne were born three children. 
Mr. Browne is a member of the A. O. U. W., a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, the I. O. O. F., and has been postmaster of Eden for the 
past fifteen months. He is a Democrat in his political views, and his 
first presidential vote was for S. J. Tilden, in 1876. 

John Larkin Oallahan, farmer and stock raiser of Watkins Town­
ship, and one of the pioneers of Dent Oonnty, Mo., was born in North 
Oarolina in 1814, being the son of Robed and Mary (Welch) Calla­
han, both natives of North Oarolina, where they lived until their son 
John L. was three years of age. They then, moved to Illinois, and 
when John L. was about nine years of age they moved hack to Mid­
dle Tennessee. In 1836 they came to what is now Dent Oonnty, 
where the father died in 1856 or 1857, at the age of sixty-eight. The 
mother died in 1884, at the age of eighty-eight years. The father was 
a soldier in the War of 1812, and wa.s with Jackson at New Orleans. 
He was :justice of the peace for many years, and was a class Jeader in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was one of five sons, t,hl'(~e of 
whom were Methodist Episcopal pl·eachers. His father, ,James Calla­
han, was a lieutenant in the Hevolutionary War with Gen. Marion. 
He died in Noi-th Carolina. John Larkin Callahan was the eldest of 
five sons and four daughters. He never attended school but three 
months, but learned considerable in the Sunday-schools at home, and 
mostly by his own effort. In 183-1- he was marrieu, in Weakley 
County, Tenn., to Miss Mary, daughter of John and ]~lizabeth Weleh, 
who were formerly from North Carolina, but who moved to Illinois, 
where Mrs. Callahan was born. Shp died April 25, 187$), and was 
the mother of thirteen children, three sons and two daughters now 
living: John Robert, Larkin A., Thomas A., Sarah (widow of Mi­
chael McCluster) and Eliza J. (wife of W. G. Edmondson). In 1879 
Mr. Callahan took for his second wife Mrs. Martha WeIch, nee Hayes, 
who was born in Overton County, Tenn., and came to Dent County 
with her brother when small. After his first marriage Mr. Callahan 
came to Dent Oounty, Mo., being among the iir::;t settlers. In this 
county he has since lived, and is one of ibl prominent citizens and 
successful farmers. Since 1850 he has lived on his present farm, and 
at one time owned about. 1, 200 acres, but now has 640 aeres, after giv­
ing his children farms. He filled the office of justice of the .peace 
for many years, and is an honest, upright citizen. He has heen a life­
long Democrat in his political views, casting his first presidential vote 
for Madin Van Buren in 1836, and for every Democratic candidate 
since. He has been Master of the Grange since its organization, and 
is a member of the Wheel. He has been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for twenty years, and his first wife was also a 
member of that church. His present wife belongs to the Baptist 
Church. Mr. Callahan has accumulated the most of his property by 
his own efforts. His brother, 1V. C. Callahan, one of the pioneer and 
most efficient Baptist ministers of Dent Oounty, died in 1887, after 
many years of earnest and successful ministerial work Another 
brother, Capt. James Callahan, commanded a company for one year 
in the Federal army, and died at Salem while on duty. Another 
brother was a Federal soldier on duty at Rolla, wherGOl he was taken 
sick and discharged. 
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Elbert C. Comstock, owner and proprietor of Lecoma Flour Mills, 
was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., in 1852, and is a son of Asa 
and Eliza (Christman) Comstock, natives of Pennsylvania and New 
York, born in 1801 and 1806, respectively. They were married in 
New York, and in 1857 immigrated to Houston County, Minn., where 
they remained until 1867, and then moved to Dent County, Mo., where' 
the rather died in 1883, but the mother previous to this, in September, 
1875. He was a farmer, a miller, mnning a saw-mill in New York 
for many years, and was an honest, upright citizen. His ancestors, 
three brothers, came over in the" Mayflower," and one settled .in COD­
necticut, one in Rhode Island, and the other in the West. Elbert C. 
Comstock was the youngest of five sons and seven daughters, three sons 
and seven daughters now living. He was educated in the common 
schools, and remained on the farm until after his father's death. In 
March, 1874, he manied Miss Kittie, daughter of Frank M. and Pha­
linda , natives of Chautauqua County, N. Y. They moved from 
there to Tennessee during the war, and in 1872 removed to Wisconsin, 
where the father still lives. Mrs. Comstock was born in New York, 
and came with her parents to Dent Oounty. After his maniage Mr. 
Comstock followed farming, and was also engaged in the mill business 
in 1882 with J. M. Lenox, both having an interest in the same until 
1885, since which time Mr. Comstock has been sole owner. The mill 
haR a capacity of fifty barrels per day, steam power, and was the first 
mill in Wat.kins Township. Mr. Oomstock is the owner of the old 
home place of 380 acres, with 160 acres where the mill is, and 200 
acres under cultivation. He is a Republican in politics, and his first 
presidential vote was for Gen_ Grant in 1872. He is a member or the 
A. O. U. W., of Lf.lcoma Lodge 279, transfelTed from Salem Lodge, and 
is one of the substantial citizens of the county. His father settled in 
the woods and improved It good farm. Mrs. Comstock is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, but was formerly a Methodist. 

Thomas H. Oondray, superintendent of Hawkins Iron Bank for 
Midland Blast Furnace Company since the bank opened in 1880, and 
who had previoUl'lly been the company's blacksmith at Salem, was born 
in Olaiborne County, Tenn., four miles from Oumberland Gap, in 
1833. ·William H. and Elizabeth (Welch) Condray, his parents, were 
natives of Tennessoe, where they still live, the fathel' eighty-three and 
the mother eighty-one years of age. William H. Oondl"1tyis of French 
extraction, and his wife of Irish. He was a ·farmer by occupation. 
The grandfather of our sub:iect, William Oondray, was a native of 
North Carolina, a Revolutionary soldier, and died in Olaiborne Oounty, 
Tenn., at the age of one hundred and two. 'fhe maternal grandfather, 
J osephW e1ch, was a native of Virginia, of Irish descent, and served 
in the War of 1812, with J acksoIl. He was a wheelwright by trade, 
and died in Claiborne Oounty, Tenn. Thomas H. Oondray was the 
second of three children, one son and two daughter"" born to his par­
ents. He received but little schooling, and his education was received 
mainly at home by the light of the pine-knot fire. When young he 
learned the blacksmith trade, which he followed for many years in 
connection with farming. He was married in 1856 to Miss Sarah A., 
daughter of Lewis Chumbley, of Olaiborne Oounty, Tenn., and eleven 
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children, ten now living, were born to this union. Two sons are en­
gineers at the Hawkins Iron Bank, and one son is foreman in one 
department in the bank. Mr. Condray lived in Claiborne County, 
Tenn., until 1870, when he came to Crawford County, Mo., and lived 
there three years engaged in farming and blacksmithing. He then 
went from there to Benton Creek Iron Bank, and in 1876 to Salem, 
where he was blacksmith for the company by whom he is now em­
ployed. He has a farm of eighty-five acres in Norman Township, and 
the Conrn'ay Post· office at Hawkins Bank was established in 1885, and 
named for Mr. Condray. He is a Republican in politics, his first pres­
idential vote being for Fillmore in 1856, and he and wife have been 
members of the Baptist Church for thirty years. He has served the 
company by whom he is employed faithfully and industriously since 
he has been under their employ. 

Christopher C. Cox is a Tennesseean, born March 5, 1843, being 
a son of Nicholas and Eliza (Birlew) Cox; the former's birth-place is 
unknown, but he was of Scotch-Dutch descent, a farmer by occupa­
tion, and died in Laclede County, Mo., while on his .way to Texas. 
His wife was born in South Carolina in 1822, and died June 15, 
1887, in Maries County, Mo., having borne a family of eleven chil­
dren; seven grew to maturity, and Christopher C. is the fifth of t.he 
family. When he was two years of age his parents immigrated to 
Missouri, and he continued to reside with his mother until 1863, when 
he enlisted in Company L, First Regiment Light Artillery. In July, 
1865, he came to Maries County, Mo., and February 8, 1887, was 
married to Josephine Callahan, widow of Thomas Callahan. She was 
born in Smithville, Lawrence Co., Ark., in 1B47, and bv her first 
husband became the mother of one child. Mr. and Mr~. Cox are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and he is a 
Democrat, and belongs to the I. O. O. F. After coming to DBnt 
County, Mo., in 1873, he worked in a tobacco factory in Salem for 
about four years, and three years later located on the farm of 200 
acres where he now resides. His wife has 240 acres of land. Mrs. 
Cox's parents, Green and Elizabeth Woods, were of Scotch-Irish and 
English descent, respectively, and the former was a presiding elder in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. They were bom on the 
same day in the year, the father's birth occurring in 'Vashington 
County, Mo., in 1814, and the latter's in Franklin County, Ga., in 
1814. 

Harry Cross, one of the prominent agriculturists and stock raisers 
of Watkins Township, was born in Suffolk County, England, in 1856, 
and is the son of Harry and Susannah Cross, and grandson of Pearl 
Cross, who was born on the farm in Suffolk County, England, on 
which his son and grandson were born, and which has been in the 
family for over one hundred years. Harry Cross, Sr., was born in 
1819, and his wife in 1829. He was well educated and was in com­
fortable circumstances. He and wife were members of the Episcopal 
Church, and excellent citizens. Of their family of nine children, all 
died of consumption with the exception of Harry, Jr. He was edu­
cated at home until twelve years of age, and then received a good 
high-school education in German, French, Latin, English, etc. He 
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was reared 011 a farm, and for three years managed a large estate. 
Just prior to coming to America, which was in 1882, he married Miss 
Kate, daughter of Henry and Anna Bellerby, all natives of York 
City, England, where the parents still live. He came immediately 
to Dent County, ~Io., and settled on his present farm of 300 acres, 
about 150 acres improved, and nearly all the result of his own efforts. 
He is making a specialty of raising thorough-bred Suffolk horses, fine 
mules and Sonthdown sheep. He has a fine imported stallion, which 
his father raised in England, and sent him in 1887. Mr. Cross is one 
of the most practical and thorough-going farmers and stock breeders 
of the county. His farm is situated about seventeen miles northwest 
of Salem, and about twelve miles sonth of RoUa. His horse was 
awarded the first preminm at St. Jame~ Fail', in 1888, for first draft 
horse, and first premiuIll for bost horse for all work. MI'. Cross has 
probably the only thorough- bred Suffolk hors9 in Missouri, and is 
doing more to improve the horses of Dent Comity than anyone man. 
He is a Republican in politics, and his first presidential vote was for 
Harrison, in 1888. He is a member of the Agricultural Wheel, Leco­
ma Lodge, and he and wife are members of the Episcopal Church. 

John Cummins, another farmer and stock raiser of Spring Creek 
Township, was born in Washington Connty, Mo., in 1831, and is the 
son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Cole) Cummins, both natives of Law­
rence, Ky., where they were reared, married, and in au early day re­
moved to Washington County, Mo. (This was soon after the War of 
1812). There they spent the remainder of their lives. The father 
died about 1875, at the age of eighty-four, after a life of probably 
over sixty years on one farm. At the ag(~ of nineteen he enlisted in 
the War of 1812. Hifl parents were from Ireland. The mother died 
ahout 1870. John Cummins is the youngest but three of eleven chil­
dren born to his parents. He was educated in the common subscrip­
tion schools of Washington Couuty, and: in 1851 was nnited in mar­
riage to Miss AngHline, daughter of Joseph and Mary Millsap, natives 
of TennesseH and Illinois, respectively. H,lr parents were marriHd in" 
Illinois, where Mrs. Cummins was bol'll in 1834, and where she re­
mained until about four years old. They then moved to Franklin 
County, Mo., and then to Washington County, where the father died 
about 1844. The mother died in St. Francois County in 1880. After 
the death of Mr. Millsap she had mal'l'ied again. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Cummins were born six children, three now living: Mary J., wife of 
Enoch Spriggs; Julia A., wife of James Gayhart, and Eliza, wif~) of 
John CopHland. In 1854 Mr. Cummins came to Dent County, seWing 
in the woods on his present farm, in a hunter's cabin, and there re­
mained two years. After some years he used this cabin for a smoke­
house, and now has moved it to his barn, and USE'S it for a corn-crib. 
He has 320 acres of land, with about ninety under cultivation, all the 
rHsult of his own hard labor. In 185\J lVIr. Cummins went to Pike's 
Peak, whGre he spent some months in the mines, and met with fail' 
success. He expected to return thH following year, but did not on 
account of the approaching war. During the war he was three years 
in the Federal army, eulisting August 11, 1862, io Company D, Thirty­
second Missouri VolunteHr Infantry, and operated in Missouri, Arkan-
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sas, l\fississippi, etc, He was in the battles of Haines' Bluff, Arkansas 
Post, and the last two years of the war he was at Camp Burnside, 
Ind., guarding prisoners, where he was mustered out at the close of 
the war. He is now one of the prominent fanners and stock raisers of 
the county, and spares no pains for the improvement of his stock. He 
is a Democrat in his political opinions, and his first presidential vote 
was for Pierce in 1852. Mr. Cummins is a member of the Agri­
<cultural 'Wheel, and Mrs. Cummins and the eldest daughter are mem­
bers of the Presbyterian Church. The other two daughters are mem­
bers of the Christian Church. 

John M. Daugherty. Among the many enterprising farmers and 
~tock raisers of Spring Creek Township, none have done more to im­
prove the stock or to develop the agricultural interests of the county 
than Mr. Daugherty. He was born in Overton County, 'renn., in 
]832, and is the son of Surkiah and Sarah (McDonnell) Daugherty, 
both natives of Tennessee. The parents came to Dent Count.y, Mo., 
in 185-1, settling on Meramec, and in 18tH the bthor joined Gen. 
Price's army, under Col. E. '1'. Twingo; was wounded at Wilson's 
Creek, and died from the effects three dayH later. He was capt.ain of 
a company. He was oE Irish descent, and was a well-to-do farmer and 
stock raiser. The mother died in ArkammH in Ul()5, and both wore 
members of the Ohristian Ohurch. ,John M. Daugherty waH the eld­
est of nine children, five sons and four daughters. He receivod a good 
common-school eclucation, and came with his parents to Dent County 
in 185-10. He was married, in 18()O, to Miss Mary V. 13arksdale, 
daughter of Stephen I. K. and Sarah Barksdale, both nativeR or 'l'en_ 
nessee, where Mrs. Daugherty was born. 'rhoy came to Dfmt Oounty 
about 1839, and were among the early settlers of: the county, whnre 
the mother died about 1874. The fat.her died in Rhau[lon County, in 
1818. He was a soldier for six months in the Coni'ed(lrate army. To 
~Ir. and lVIrs. Daugherty were born three ehildren, one son ulld two 
daughtt'rs: J-etl'erson B., Ellen and Etta. In I8H 1 lVIr. Dauglwrt.y 
joined Oompany G, Fourth Missouri Voluntoer Cavalry, for !:iix ll1ouths, 
and after about four months he was discharged on aceount of diHal)ility. 
He was captured in August, 18(34, in Shannon Couuty, was impriHoned 
at Rolla a number of weeks, and was then paroled on honor not to 
return to the Confederate army. In 18G2 he rHturnod to Rh annon 
County, where he lived until 18S'O, and then came to his pl'Ofwnt farm, 
near Salem. This farm eonsiets of 245 acres, all well improved. He 
owned the old borne place on l\Ieramec, which eonsisted of several 
hundred acres, which he gave to hiH children. In 18n lw and hif! 
father-in-law built a flour and saw-mill on Jack's :I!'ork of Current 
River, Shannon Couuty, and operated the same for years with RUC­

cess. In 18f37 he was appointed eircuit and county clerk and nleorder 
.of Shannon County by the governor, and in 18G8 ho was elected eircuit 
clerk and recorder, which office he held lor twelve or fom·teen years, or 
until he resigned, being elected three timef!. He if! a Democrat in pol­
itics, his first presidential vote being for Buchanan in 1856. He has 
been quite largely (mgaged in dealing in stoek since his majority, and 
is one of the enterprising farmers of Dent Oounty. 

James Douthart Dilworth, farmer of Spring Creek Township, who 
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resides one mile west of Salem, was born in Anderson District, S. C., 
Juno 30, 1827, and is a son of Billy Green and Rebecca (Adkinson) 
Dilworth, natives of the same district of South Carolina, born in 1790 
and 1805, and died in 1840 and 1865, respectively. Billy Green Dil­
worth was of Irish descent, and a farmer by occupation. His wife 
was of English descent. Nine children were born to their union, 
James D. Dilworth being the fifth in order of birth. He was reared 
and grew to manhood on a farm, and when thirteen years old his 
father died. He remained with his mother and sisters. looking after 
their comfort, until he was thirty years of age. In 1852 he, his mother 
and sisters came to Dent County, Mo., and located five miles north of 
Salem, where he entered 200 acres of land for 25 !.J~nts pel' acre. 
In September, 1857, he married Miss Martha E. Dill, who was born 
in Wayne County, Tenn., in 1837, and who bore him one child, Mary 
McCullock, wife of James W. Reddick. In August, 18(H, Mr. Dil­
worth enlisted under Capt. McSpadden in the Missouri State Militia, 
and in 18G4 enlisted in the general service of the Confederate. States 
army. He was in quite a number of severe skirmishes, and was in 
service unt.il the surrender, being in Texas at that time. He was 
neither captured nor wounded. Mrs. Dilworth died May 23, 1865, 
and in August, ]867, he married Mrs. Sarah Jane Walker, nee Ray, 
daughter of James H. Ray. Fi ve children were the result of t,his 
union: Rebecca E., teacher in the public schools of Salem ; Julia 
Ann, Emma Lake, Abbie and Billie Green. In 1874 Mr. Dilworth 
located where he now lives, and is the owner of 920 acres of land, and 
is one of Spring Creek's beRt farmers. He is a Democrat in politics, 
is a Mason, and he and wife and three children are members of the 
BaptiHt Church. 

IDlbridge L. Dye, member of the planing and saw-mill, and also a 
member of the lumber firm, of Dye Bros., of Salem, was born in Tay­
lor County, IV". Va., in 1847, and is the son of Alexander E. and 
Elizabeth (Bradfiold) Dye, and grandson of Vincent and Frances 
(Montgomery) Dye, who were natives of Vermont. Alexander Dye 
was born in Wheeling, W. Va., in 1816, and was a contractor and 
builder by trade. When a young man he went to Monroe County, 
Ohio, with his parentH, and in this county was married to Miss Brad­
field. 'l'hey remained in this county a short time, and then moved to 
Tyler County, W. Va., and in 1852 moved to Clay County, Ill. In 
18()9 he became a citizen of Buffalo, Dallas Co., Mo., and erected the 
court-house of Dallas County the same year. In 1870 he came to 
Salem, Dent Oounty, built the court-house for that county, and in 
1871 he came to Rolla, where be erected the scbool building for the 
School of Mines. In 1873 be built the jail of Dent County. Hi 111 

wife died in 1871. She was born in Virginia in 1822, and after 
her death Mr. Dye married Mrs. Mary C. Jamison, nee Huds­
peth, who yet survives, and is now Mrs. William McMurtray. Alex­
.ander Dye died in 1876. He was the father of six children by his 
firflt wife and two by his second. Elbridge L. Dye was one of the 
children born to the first marriage. He was educated in the common 
schools, came to Missouri with his parents, and at about the age 
'Of fifteen commenced working at the carpenter's trade with his father. 
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He remained with his parents until twenty-one years of age, and in 
1888 went to Marshfield, where he erected several good buildings in 
the town. In 1889 he worked on the court-house in Buffalo, and in 
the fall of 1870 he bought a half interest in a planing-mill and lum­
ber yard with Lewis Martin. In 1877 he married Miss Ary B. 
Sprague, who was born in Bartholomew County, Ind., in 1858. They 
have four children: Leslie E., Frank W., Mary A. and Isaac R. In 
1880 Isaac Dye, brother of the subject of this sketch, purchased an 
interest in the firm, and the same year the firm added a saw-mill. In 
1882 Mr. Martin sold his inter8st to Dye Bros., and from that date 
until the present the firm has been known as Dye Bros. Planing-Mills. 
Elbridge L. built the public school building in Salem, the Salem 
Hotel and the Baptist Chmch. The firm has erected the Dent Block, 
Christian Church and many buildings of less note. Mr. Dye has 
mad8 the plans for every church in Salem. and is a skillful workman. 
The Dye Bros. are successful business men. and look to the welfare 
and prosperity of Salem, assisting in all laudable and public enter­
prises. He is a Democrat in politics, is a member of the A. O. U. \"" .• 
was a member of tbe city council for eight years, and was president 
for seven years. He is a mAmber of the school board, and his wife 
belongs to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

Minor Elayer. member of the Clark Mercantile Company, of Salem, 
was born in Franklin County, N. Y.. in 18·!\). being the son of Joseph 
and Mehitabel (Brown) Elayer, grandson of Joseph and Margaret 
(Dumont) Elayer, and the great-grandson of Joseph Elayer, who was 
a native of France. Joseph Elayer, Sr. (grandfather of subject) was 
born in Canada in 1797, and moved to the United States about 1858, 
and located in Franklin Count.y, N. Y. He died in Salem, Mo., at the 
home of his son Joseph. His wife died in New York about 1853. and 
was the mother of fifteen children. Joseph Elayer, father of Bubject, 
was the eldest child born to his parents. He was reared on a farm, 
and atthe age of twenty-one came with his parents to the United States, 
locating in Franklin County, N. Y. In 1854 he married Miss Mehit­
abel Brown, who was born in Lower Canada in 1821, and the fruits 
of this union were four children: Minor, Milo, blacksmith at Salem; 
Marquis, farmer, and Harvey, a member of the Clark mercantile firm, 
of Salem. Mr. Elayer became a citizen of Salem, Mo., in 1888, and 
bought 200 acres adjoining the town, where he located, and where he 
has since resided. At one time he was the owner of 1,180 acres of land, 
and was one of Dent Countv's most substantial citizens. He has 
divided his property with his children, and now lives with them. He 
is a Republican in politics, and he and wife are members of the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church. His son, Minor Elayer, came to Salem, Mo., 
with his parents in 1888, and was on the farm until twenty-five years 
of age. At the age of twenty-one he began teaching, and followed 
this profession for five years, three or four months each year. Decem­
ber 13, 1871, he married Miss Maria Williams, a native of Mononga­
lia County, W. Va., born in 1849, and came with her parents, W. P. 
and Eliza Williams, to Dent County, Mo., in 1857. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Elayer were born three children: Edward W., Ruth and Jessie 
Martha. In 1878 Mr. Elayer began clerking for A. H. & H. B. 
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Clark, and remained with them until September, 1888, when the 
present firm was formed, with Mr. Elayer as a member. They have 
the largest stock of goods in Salem, and have by far the largest trade, 
their sales amounting to $100,000 per year. Mr. Elayer is a Repub­
lican in politics, is a member of the A. O. U. W., and he and wife are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Calvin Floyd, farmer, stock raiser and engineer, of Watkins Town­
ship, was born in Meigs County, Tenn., in 1849, being the son of 
Nimrod and Mahala (Keller) Floyd. The father was of Eng'lish 
extraction, was a f umer by occupation, and died when his son, Calvin 
Floyd, was quite small. The mother was born in North Carolina, 
and after the death of her husband she and the children, eight sons 
and two daughters, came to Dent County, Mo., and settled on Dry 
Fork, Texas Township, where they improved a good farm. The 
mother is stilllivingj is residing on PigeoIl Creek, where she has a 
farm of sixty-seven acres. She is a member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church; has lived a widow for nearly thirty-two years, and has reared 
a large family in a new and wild country. Her eight sons and two 
daughters are all living in Dent County, and are among the well·to-do 
and respected citizens of the same. Calvin Floyd received a limited 
education, and at the age of twenty-one began for himself as a farmer. 
In 1871 he married Miss Eliza J., daughter of C. P. Pinckney and 
Jane Thorp, formerly of North Carolina and Tennessee, respectively. 
They came to Dent County, Mo., at an early date, and here passed 
the balance of their lives. The mother died when Mrs. Floyd was 
quite young, and the father in June, 1888. He was one of the 
wealthy farmers of the county, was an industrious citizen, and a good 
man. He reared six children. He was left an orphan at an early 
age, and was consequently thrown upon his own resources, but in 
spite of many drawbacks, he kept steadily at work, and soon accumu­
lated a good fortune. To Mr. and Mrs. Floyd was born one child, a 
daughter, named Alphia. Soon after his marriage Mr. Floyd settled 
on his present farm, which consists of 52\,! acres, with 180 under culti­
vation. He is a good farmer, and since 1882 he has been running a 
steam thresher. He is extensively engaged in feeding cattle and hogs, 
having in his present lot forty hogs and fifty-three cattle. He does 
his own shipping, and is one of the practical farmers and stock raisers 
of the county. He is a Democrat in politics, and his first presidential 
vote was for McClellan in 1864. Mrs. Floyd is a member of the 
Baptist Church. 

John B. Fox, farmer and stock raiser of Watkins Township, was 
born in Haywood County, West Tenn., in 1838, and was brought by 
his parents to what is now Dent County, where the father died about 
1844. About three years later the family removed to what is 
now Texas County, neal' Licking, where the son was reared to 
manhood, with very limited educational advantages. He was 
one of four sons and three daughters, who were reared by his 
widowed mother. She was born in South Carolina, has been a mem­
ber of the Methodist Church for a great many years, and is now 
eighty-five years of age. Her father, Lewis Campbell, first moved to 
Tennessee, and later to Texas County, Mo., where he died. He was 
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of Irish descent. William Fox, father of subject, was probably born in Tennessee, and his father, Enoch Fox, was of Dutch descent, and he and two brothers were in the War of 1812. John B. l!"'ox was married in 18tH to Miss Julia A., daughter of William and Rachel Ratleff, natives of Pike Oounty, Ky., born in 1811 and 1819, respectively. They came to Texas Oounty, Mo., in 1858, and during the war went to Nebraska, where he remained one year. He then went to Bourbon, County, Kas., where the father died in 1868, and the mother in 1874. Mrs. Fox was born in Pike Oounty, Ky., and to her union with the sub­ject of this sketch were born eleven children, four sons and three daugh­ters now living. He lived for about three years during the war in Phelps Oounty, Mo., then returned to 'rexal:l County, and in 1867 to Dent Oounty, where, since 1868, he has resided on hifl present farm. He has 560 acres now in the woods, and 280 acres improved. He served about six months, in 1862, in the Oonfederate Army, Company A, First Missouri Cavalry, in Miflsouri and ArkansaA, and was in sev­eral skirmishes. He was captured in Shannon County, ,Tanuary 1, 1863, and imprisoned at Rolla one month, when he waD paroled uuder bond, and returned home. He is a Democrat in politics, casting his first presidential vote for Breckenridge in 1860. He is 11 ll'lembm· of the I. O. O. F., Spring Creek, No. 4l!3, alsoa member of the Grange, and a member of the Agricultural "Wheel, both of Victor Mills Lodge. Mrs. Fox is a member of the Christiau Ohurch. 
Milton Godbey, M. D., of Salem, Mo., was born in Pulaflki County, Ky., April 3, 1845, and is the son of Bev. .J osiah and Sena (Kelly) Godbey, and grandson of \\'illiam Godb(-lY, who was a native of Caroline County, Va., born in 1781. Josiah Godbey was horn June 30, 1817, in Pulaski County, Ky., and remained at home until twenty years of age, when he married Miss Sena Kelly, danghter of: Samuel and Nancy Kelly. This was in 1837. 'ron chilclnHl were born to their union: William C., John E., Martha ,J., Sarah H., Milton, Samuel M., Josiah, Maggie, Thomas and Sena A. In 18BB ;Josiah Godbey was converted, and commenced studying for the ministry, though by his own efforts. In 18,n hEl ontered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, by joining the Kentuclcy Conference as an itinerant, being ordained two years later in Louisville, Ky., by Bishop Morris. He continued to preach t.he Gospel in Kentucky, meeting with good success, for eleven years. In Septomber, 1852, he moved to Cooper County, Mo., and for over thirty-five years has been engaged in his ministeral duties in Missouri. Dr. Milton Godbey went to Cooper County, Mo., with his parents when a boy of eight years, and received his literary education in the common schools of that county, but later attended the public high-Rchool in St. Louis. In 1866 he commenced the study of medicine, his precept.or being Dr. A. H. Conkwright, of Sedalia. In ]867 he entered the Ohio Medical College at Cincinllati, and in 1868 commencod practicing at J ones­town, Mo., in Bates County. In March, 1870, he graduated as an M. D. at the Ohio Medical College, and afterward practiced in Bates County, until 1875, when he came to Salem, Mo. Here he has since resided, actively engaged in the practice of his profession, to which he has devoted his whole time and attention. He has a large practice, 
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and is one of the leading physicialJs of the county. On January 31, 
1872, he married Miss Robedha P. Simpson, who was born at Har­
risonville, Cass Co., Mo., February 20, 1854. They have three 
children deceased: Annie, Jel'vase and Frank; three are living: Milton 
E., Pearl and Elizabeth S. In politics the Doctor is a Democrat, cast­
ing his first vote for Seymour in 1868; is a member of the Rolla Dis­
trict Medical Society, and has been its president several terms. He is 
a member of the United States Pension Examining Board of Dent 
County, and has been president of the same since its organization, 
eleven months ago. He is a member pf the A. O. U. W., and he and 
wife are members of the Methodist ·Episcopal Church, South. 

Peter Guthoerl, another enterprising farmer of Spring Creek 
Township, was born in the Kingdom of Prussia, Germany, in 1843. 
His panmts, Jacob and Catherine (Krame) Guthoerl, were natives of 
Prussia, born in 1807 and 1809, respectively. John Jacob Guthoerl 
was a fal'mer by occupation, and died in ]845. In 1854 his widow 
and two children came to America, and located in Athens County, 
Ohio. In 1856 she married J aeob Bruhlman, who was a native of 
Switzerland, Rnd in 1866 they moved to Crawford County, Mo., 
where he died in Mareh, 1874. Mrs. Bruhlman is yet living, and 
resides with her eon Peter. Hor ot.her child, John Jacob Guthoerl, 
was wounded at tho battle of Peach 'free Creek, July 22, 1864, and 
died the 28th of the same month, at the age of twenty -six. Peter 
Guthoerl eame to the United States with his mother when eleven 
years of age, and attained his growth 011 a farm. September 5, 
1861, he enlisted in Company E, Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
as private, and was in the fights at Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Mis­
sion Ridge, Nashville and many severe skirmishes. He was in service 
until November, 1865, .being discharged at Camp Chase, Ohio, but 
was mustered out at Augusta, Ga. April 17, 1865, he was made ser­
geant of Company A, Eighteenth Regiment Ohio Infantry, and in 
May, 1865, he was appointed and commissioned, by John Brough, 
of Ohio, as seeond lieutenant of Company I, Eighteenth Regiment. 
These promotions were for bravery, patriotism and fidelity to the 
Union cause. After the war he returned to Athens Connty, Ohio, 
and in 1869 came to Crawford Connty, Mo., and in 1870 bought 220 
aeres of land in Dent County, Spl'ing Creek Township, where he now 
resides. Since t.hen, or from 1870 to 1874, he made several trips to 
Texas and the Indian Territory. December 24, 1876, he married Miss 
MisSOUl"i Jane Earney, a daughter of Judge Martin and Lydia (Deal) 
Earney, of Crawford County, Mo., who were among the first settlers 
in Crawford County. Judge Earney died in October, 1881, at the 
age of seventy yeal's, but his widow is yet living. Sh@ was not out­
side the county for fifty years, until the winter of 1888-89, when 
she made her Bon·in-law, Peter Guthoerl, a visit. Shtil is seventy­
nine years of age. Mrs. Guthoerl was born January 10, 1853, in 
Crawford County, Mo., and to this union were born fiva children: 
Lydia C., Laura, Ingersoll, Firnim and William A. Mr. Guthoerl 
now owns 415 acreB of good land, and is a well-to-do citizen. He is 
a stanch RepUblican in his political views, casting his first presidential 
vote for Lincoln in 1864. He is agnostic in his belief. 
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George A. Head, farmer, stock dealer, and a prominent citizen of 
Norman Township, was born in vVarren Connty, Penn., in ]843, and 
is the son of George W. and Zannetta M. (Smiley) Head, natives of 
Tompkins County, N. Y., born in 1812 and 1820, respectively. They 
were married there in about 1836, and afterward removed to Wan'en 
County, Penn., where the mother died in 1845, and the father in about 
1856. Both were members of the Methodist Chnrch, the father being 
a mill Wl'ight by trade. William Head, grandfather of subject, was born 
in New Jersey, and was of English parentage. When a small boy his 
father's house was attacked by Indians, who murdered and scalped the 
entire family with the exceptiou"A William, whom they thought the); 
had killed. As he grew to manhood he naturally had a strong hatred 
for the red race, and soon became one of the greatest Indian fighters 
of the East. He at last followed them into Michigan, where it was 
supposed he was roasted by the reds. William Smiley, the maternal 
grandfather of subject, was born in New Jersey, was of Scotch de­
scent, and was a soldier in the War of 1812. He died in Dent County, 
in 1875, after having lived here a few years. George W. Head was 
married three times, his first wife, subject's mother, hearing him four 
children. George A. Head was the third child in order of birth. He 
was educated in the common schools, and remained at home until the 
death of his father, when he began for himself, as a hand in the lum­
ber woods, until thf' opening of the war. He then joined Company 
D, One Hundred and Eleventh Pennsylvania Infantry, in the Potomac 
army, and remained with the same until the fall of 1863. He then 
joined the Army of the Cumberland, and was mustered out at -Wash­
ington City. He was in the fights at Ohancellorsville, second Bull 
Run, Cedar Mountain, Gettysburg, Lookout Mountain, and all through 
the Atlanta campaign to the sea. He was at the grand review at 
Washington, D. C. He was never captured nor wounded, and was 
never in the hospital but a few days. He serv(1d over four years, and 
was never absent but fifteen days, when he went home on a furlough. 
He was married in 1866 to Miss Margaret S., daughter of William 
and Eliza Porter, natives of New York and Ireland, respecti v(lly. Her 
parents came to Dent County, Mo., in 1870, and here the father died 
in 1882, at the age of sixty-six, but the mother is still living. Mrs. 
Head was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., and by her marriage 
became the mother of four children, three now living. In 1866 Mr. 
and Mrs. Head moved to Dent County, where, some time later, they 
settled on their present farm, which consists of 243 acres, at the head 
of Norman Valley, with about HiO acres under cultivation. Mr. Head 
deals largely in stock; has some fine Durham cattle, Berkshire and 
Chpster 'Vhite hogs and Merino sheep. He is a stanch Hepublican 
in politics, casting his first presidential vote for Lincoln in 18f)4·. He 
is a member of the A. O. U. W., Salem Post of the G. A. R., and is 
also a member of the Grange order. Mr. Head is a live and thorough­
going farmer, and has done much to raise the standard of agriculture 
and intelligence ill his neighborhood, having been reared in a country 
of good schools, where farming was made a science. Mrs. Head is a 
cultmed and refined lady, and although almost an invalid for some 
year~" her influence in the family is wielded in the direct.ion wherein 
only 11 mother's is felt and remembered. 
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David Headrick. Among the prominent features of Watkins 
Township stands the farming and stock dealing interests, which have 
developed within the last few years in an extraordinary manner, and 
no one has aided in developing this interest more than the gentleman 
whose name heads this sketch. He was born in North Oarolina in 
1825, and is the son of Francis and Elizabeth (Smith) Headrick, and 
grandson of Francis Headrick, who was a native of Pennsylvania, and 
served as fife major for six years and nine months in the Revolutionary 
War. He died in North Oarolina, at the almost unheard-of age, one 
hundred and five years_ rfhe maternal grandfather of our subject, 
David Smith, was a native of North Oarolina, where he spent all his 
life. Francis and Elizabeth (Smith) Headrick were born in David­
son Oounty, N. 0., where they passed their entire lives. The father 
died in 1857, and the mother ten years previous. The father was of 
Pennsylvania Dutch descent, was a Democrat in politics, a well-to-do 
farmer, and a member of the Baptist Ohurch. David Headrick was 
the younger of two children, a son and daughter, born to his parents. 
The daughter, Margaret, -married Mr. Leonard Beck, who now resides 
in North Oarolina. David Headrick was the only one of his father's 
family to leave the native State. His education was rather limited, and 
at the age of twenty -one he began business for himself, in the gold mines 
in the winter and on the farm in snmmer. In March, 1847, he mar­
ried Miss Mary B., daughter of Philip and Mary Frank, who were 
natives of Pennsylvania, but who immigrated to North Oarolina at an 
early date. The father died in that State, but the mother came to 
Dent Oounty, where she also died. Mrs. Headrick was born in 
Davidson Oounty, N. 0., and to her marriage were born nine chil­
dren, three sons and three daughters now living. In 1857 Mr. Head­
rick and family moved to Dent Oounty, Mo., settling in a shanty on his 
pl'esent farm when the same was covered with dense woods. He 
has now 320 acres of land, with about 160 cleared. all the result of 
his own efforts. He is a successful farmer and stock raiser. He has 
been postmaster at Oelina since Grant's first term. During the war 
he served about three months in the Oonfederate army, with Oapt. 
Ooleman, in Arkansas, in 1863, as forage master. Politically he has 
been a Democrat all his life, and his first presidential vote was for 
Gen. Oass in 1848. He has voted for every Democratic candidate 
since. Mrs. Headrick has been a member of the German Reformed 
Ohurch from early girlhood, and they are classed aillong the best, 
citizens of Dent County. 

Frank Headrick, farmer and stock raiser of Watkins Township, 
and son of Ohristopher 0. and Margaret (Billings) Headrick, was bol'll 
in Davidson Oounty, N. 0 .. in 1830. His parents were born in 
Davidson Oounty, N. 0., in 1799 and 1801, respectively, and came 
to Haywood Oounty, Tenn., in 1834. The next year he moved to 
Dent Oounty, Mo., on Dry Fork, then near Victor Mills, on the farm 
now owned by his son Silas, and there he and his faithful companion 
passed their last days. He died in 1868, and the mother in 1873. 
The country was a wilderness when they first settled in Dent Oounty, 
and the nea1'9st post-office was Meramec Iron V'vT orks. Both were mem­
bers of the Missionary Baptist Church. Frank Headrick was the 
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third of four sons and one daughter, and came with his parents to 
Missouri when about eight years of age. He received a limited edu­
cation in the schools of the woods, and attended one term of school in 
Tennessee, his parents having stopped one season in t.hat State on 
their way to Missouri. In 1853 he crossed the plain~ to California, 
and assisted in driving a drove of 700 cattle, being nearly six months 
in making the trip. He spent nearly seven years in the gold mines 
of California, and during that time experienced all the hardships 
incident to mining life. He then returned to Missouri, by way of the 
'Isthmus, and arrived home March 3, 1860. He served during the 
entire war in the Confederate army, Company C, of a battalion of 
sharp-shooters, in Arkansas and Louisiana, skirmishing over nearly all 
of Arkansas. He was in the fight at Helena, Ark., Pleasant Hill, La., 
Jenkins' Ferry, Ark., and others. He surrendered at Shreveport in 
June, 1865, after over four years of hard service, without being cap­
tured or wounded. He then returned to Dent County, and in 1869 was 
united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Burkitt, a native of Phelps County, 
Mo., and the daughter of Thomas W. and Catherine Burkitt. Thomas 
W. Burkitt came to Phelps County at quite an early date, and when 
quite young worked at the Meramec Iron Works, wherQ he learned 
the blacksmith trade. He died when Mrs. Headrick was a little girl. 
Mrs. Burkitt is still living, and is a sister of Dr. John Hyer, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. To Mr. Headrick and wife 
were born five children, three now living. Mr. Headrick lived on the 
old home farm until 1880, and then purchased the old Anderson 
Johns farm on Dry Fork, which consists of 420 acres, 100 under cul­
tivation and wen improved. He is a Democrat in politics, and his 
first presidential vote was for Pierce in 1852. He is a Master Mason 
of Salem Lodge No. 225. 

Major Silas Headrick, proprietor of Salem Hotel, of Salem, Mo., 
and son of Cristopher C. and Margaret (Billings) Headrick, was born 
in Davidson County, N. C., in 1831. His parents were natives of 
Davidlilon County, N. C., born in 1799 and 1801, respectively. 
Christopher C. Headrick moved to Haywood County, Tenn., in 1834, 
and the following year moved to Dent Connty, Mo., and ,located in 
Watkins Township, the farm now being owneq by his 80n Silas. He 
died here in 1868. His wife died in 1873. They were the parents 
of four children, three now living: James, Franklin and Silas. The 
last named was but four years of age when his parents came to Dent 
County, Mo., they being among the first white settlers of the county, 
which was full of Indians and wild animals. Silas assisted his father 
on the farm until thirty-eight years of age, and in 1861 he enlisted in 
Capt. Frank's regiment, Missouri State Militia, and in the spring of 
1862 he enlisted in the regular service under Col. Coleman. After 
his regiment was disorganized he joined Col. Pindall's battalion of 
sharp-shooters, and was in service until in 1865, when he surren­
dered at Shreveport, La. He was in the battles of Wilson's Creek, 
Lexington, Pleasant Hill, La., and Jenkins' Ferry, Ark. He was cap­
tured at West. Plains and retained one month, and was the first pris­
oner exchanged during the war. He enlisted as a private, was pro­
moted to the rank of first lieutenant, and later to major of his regi-
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ment. After the war he returned to Dent County, where in IBM he 
married Mrs. Nancy Plank, nee Plank, daugbter of Benedict Plank, and 
a native of Tennessee, born in 18137. To Mr. and Mrs. Headrick were 
born seven children: Frederick, May, wife of Alex. Putman; James, 
Jeremiah, Riley, Annie and Myrtle. Mrs. Headrick had one child 
by her former malTiag~, who was named America, and who became th& 
wife or Isaac Dunham. Mr. Headrick followed agricultural pursuitE> 
until 1874, when he was elected collector of Dent Oounty, and was re­
elected in 1876. For the past five yean, he has been merchandising in 
various places in the county, and in the fall of 1888 he sold his stock 
of goods at Victor Mills, and leased the Salem Hotel at Salem, taking 
possession December 3, 1888. He keeps a tir;;t-class house in every 
respect, and looks well after the comfort of his guests. He is a Demo­
crat in politics, a member of A. O. U. W., Select Knights of same, 
and his wife is a member of the Baptist O11111'ch. 

Ex-J udge Oicero P. HBdrick, manager and stoekholder of Victor 
Roller Mills, was born ill Davidson Oounty, N. 0., ill 1 :-\50, IX1ing the 
son of Alfred and Elizabeth (GOBS) Hedrick, and grandson or Adam 
Hedrick, who was born on the same farm in Davidson Oounty, N. 0., 
as his son and grandson, and there spent his entire life. He was 
killed at a muster drill by a drunken man when his Ron Alfred was a 
boy two years old. He was the son of Oapt. Peter Hedrick, who 
came to Amel'.lcH at an early date, and 8erved as a captain in the Hev­
olutionaryvVal'; he had also one son in that war. His barn was burned 
by 'rories during the latter part of tho war. He died on the farm on 
which bis great-grandson, ex· Judge Oicero P. Hedrick, was born. 
Joseph GORS, matmnal grandfather of our subject, was born in North 
Carolina, where he i'lpent all his life as a slave·holder. He was of 
German descent. Alfred and Elizabeth (GOSI:!) Hedrick were also na­
tives of Davidson Oounty, N. 0., born in1824· and 1832, reHpectiveIy. 
They Ii ved in their nat.ive State until 1874, whcm they came to Dent 
Oounty, Mo., and here the mother died in 1881. The father is still 
living, and is a farmer by occupation. During the late war he served 
about one year in a North Carolina regiment of infantry, in the OOIlfed­
erate army. He is a Democrat in politics, and a member of the German 
Reformed Ohurch, of which his wife was also a member for man v 
years. They were the parents of six sons and three daughters, tbre~ 
sons and two daughters now living. Of this family ex-Judge Hedrick 
was the second child. He attended 6cbool two winters previous to the 
war and only two mor!ths afterward, mORt of his knowledge of books 
being acquired by his own efforts. He began for himself at the age of 
twenty-two as a farm hand, and continqed as 6uch for nine years. He­
came with his parents to Dent Oounty, Mo., and in 1878 was united 
in marriage to Miss Tennessee, daughter of James O. and Emily Oon­
nell, formerly of Tennessee, but early settlers of Dent Oounty, where 
Mrs. Hedrick was born. Her mother is still living, but the father died 
in Cape Girardeau Oounty, Mo., about 1872. He served through the 
Federal army as a captain. Judge C. P. Hedrick followed farming 
in Dent Oounty, Mo., until 1884, when he learned the carpenter's 
trade, and followed the same until July, 1888, when he assumed 
charge of the Victor Mills, which he assisted in building. He is a 

65 
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Democrat. in his political views, and his first presidential vote was for 
()'Conor in 1872. He is a member of Edgar Springs Lodge No. 
416, I. O. O. F., and he and wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. He served four years as justice of the 
peace, from 1882 to 1886, and in the last named year he was elected 
associate judge of county court from the Second District, and served 
one term. He has been notary public three years, and has held nu­
merous minor offices nearly ever since his majority. He has a fine 
farm of 200 acres, eighty acres under cultivation, all well improved. 
His father has been postmaster at Taladego Post-office since 1882. 

J ames Hickman, of Salem, Mo., was born in Monroe County, Ohio, 
in 1828, being the eight.h of eleven children. He remained at horne, 
working on the farm and attending school, until he attained hiR major­
ity, and in 1851 was nnited in marriage to MisR Elizabeth Kinney, who 
was born in Ohio in 1833. Her parenb" Timothy and Rachel Kill· 
ney, moved from Ohio to Carroll County, Mo., in 1865, and in 1870 
moved to Dent. The father is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Hickman 
became the parents of seven children, five of whom are living. One 
son, Siles P., resides at home, two sons and one daughter reside in 
Dent County, and the oldest daughter in Howell County. Ono of 
their daughters died in Ohio, in 1865, and one son in Missouri. On 
the 31st of December, 1861, Mr. Hickman enlisted in Company G, 
Seventy-seventh Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and partici­
pated in the battles of Shiloh and CoriI'l.th. April 25, 18M, while in 
the State of Arkansas, he was taken prisonGlr and kept at Camp Fort 
Tex., until February 25, 1865, when he was exchanged, and returned 
home OJ![ a furlough of sixty days, and on account of poor health waH 
allowed to remain. He received his discharge March 8, 18()o. His 
eyesight was badly injured during the war, and with the oxception of 
a short period he has been totally blind ever Rince. Until 1872 he 
resided in Monroe County, Ohio, since which time he has been a citi­
zen of Dent County, Mo. He owns a good farm of 280 acreR, with 
J.OO under cultivation, on which are a commodious, two-story frame resi­
dence, large barn and other necessary buildings, and has ti ve acres in 
orchard, consisting of young and bearing trees. He has 320 acres of 
timber land, located a short distance from the home place, and his wife 
has 160 acres of land on Current River, in Dent County. TiliR river 
runs through the farm, and furnishes good water power, on which she 
has caused a grist-mill to be built, and has placed it in charge of her 
oldest son, Timothy, who is a millwright. and miller. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hickman were members of the Protestant Methodist Church when in 
Ohio, but have never united with any church in Missouri. Mr. Hick­
man is a Republican in politics, and is a son of William and Mary 
(Green) Hickman, the former_ being a native of Pennsylvania. He 
died in Monroe County, Ohio, in 1858, at the age of sixty-eight years, 
whither he had moved at an early day. His wife was of English lin­
eage, and died in Ohio, in 1856, at the age of sixty years. 

Timothy Hickman, farmer and millwright, was born in Monroe 
County, Ohio, in 1852. His parents' history appears in another part. 
of this work. Timothy was educated in the common schools of Ohio, 
and resided with his parents until his marriage, in 1880, to MiRs SUflaI'l. 
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E. Hoberts, who was horn in Dent County, Mo., in 1857, being a 
daughter or Hugh and Sarah Hoberts. The first year after his mar­
riage Mr. Hickman resided 011 his father' B farm, which he tilled. In 
1881 he bought a farm in Current Township, on: Current Hiver, which 
he still owns. In 188;3 he took charge of a grist-mill, located on an 
;adjoining farm belonging to his mother, and controls and manages the 
mill as though it were his own. The mill was erected in 1883. It 
has two sets of buhrs, nms by water, and is patronized by the public 
twenty-two miles distant, thus bhowing Mr. Hickman's popularity as 
a good miller. In connectioD with these duties, he also successfully 
manage" a farm of 170 acre'l, and has eighty acres under cultivation. 
He is a Hepublican in politics, and in 188~ was clocted to the office of 
justice of the peace, ancI served with credit for two years. He is 
postmask-ll" at Montauk Post-oflice, a member of the Agricultural Wheel, 
and he and wif('l are momb9rc; of the Cumberland l'resbyterian Church. 

Charles William Hob~on, farmer and stock deal~r and raisor, of 
Norman Township, was born in Itandolph Connty, Ind., October 
27, 1837, bis parents btling Arthur Hnd Cathorillo (Mofl'att) Hob­
sou, natives of Chatharn Connty, N. c., burn in the early part 01 the 
nineteenth coutury. 'l'hey were married in thHir native State in about 
1881 or 1832, and romov(-ld, probably, to Handolph County, Ind., and 
from there in 183~ to what ifl now Dent County, Mo. They settled 
near the 118ad of Dry }i'ork, and here the fathol' improved tloveral 
farms. Lator lie moved to Henry COUllty, ]\'[0., hut about two years 
later returned to Dent County, whore the mother died ahout 18()..J.. In 
18()() the father' went to viHit a son ill Iowa, Hnd shortlv afterward 
started to return to Missouri, and from that time no trae(; of bim has 
ever bonn found. He was ODP or tho fin;t HotUOfH of Dont County, 
and olle of it,; honorable and industrious citiznus. He was of a roving 
diHpobitioIl, and waH a wagou-malmr anri l,lacbnuith by tnl<lo. He 
waH a natural mechanic, Hnd conld make anything from wood or iron. 
Thp mother was of Seotch-Irish (lescont, and hCll' father, Charles 
Moffatt, was probably bom ill the old country, and aioll ill N orLh 
Carolina. Charles 'William Hobson was the sixth or six Rons and six 
daughters, sevon now living, four in Dont County. He received a 
limitod common sehool edueatioll, and March 2fJ, 1857, he married 
Miss Cynthia A., daughter of ,James D. and Levisia (Coppedge) Wat­
kins, natives of Virginia and Kentucky, and born in l~OO and ] 807 
respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Watkins came to Dent County when 
young, were married there, and settled on Dry Fork about 1830, 
whero they improved a good farm. They were among the first set­
tlers of that creek, and Watkins rrownship was named for Mr. 
Watkins. He died in June, 18fl3, and bhe mothel"in November, 1883. 
Mr. Watkins was jUl:ltice of the peace for a number or years. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Hobson were born nine children, five sons and two daughters 
now living. Since the war Mr. Hobson has lived in Norman 'rown­
ship, with the exception of a short time. He has improved five good 
farms, and has livpd on his present farm for three years. This con­
sists of 272 acres, 100 under cultivation. In 1872 and 1873 he 
followed merchandising ou bis farm near Plank Bank. He is a Dem­
ocrat in his political views, casting his first presidential vote for J. C. 
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.I3reckinridge in 1860. He is a member of the Grange, the Wheel, and 
he and wife and two sons are members of theMissionary Baptist Ohurch. 
His eldeBt brother, Joab, served as a private in the Mexican War, 
and was also in a Missouri regiment during the late Oivil War. He 
is now farming in Newton Oounty. Another brother, Aaron S., was 
for three years in the United States Oavalry. He is now in Iowa, 
farming. 

Hiram Hodges. Among the prominent and most successful 
farmers and stock raisers of Watkins Township stands the name of 
Mr. Hodges, who was born in Ripley Oounty, Ind., in 1820, being 
the son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Razor) Hodges, natives of Abbe­
ville District, S. 0., and grandson of Richard and Sarah F. Hodges, 
who emigrated from South Oarolina to Kentucky, where they expocted 
to find plenty of cheap land for their children, but were disappointed, 
and about two years later moved to Bipley Oounty, Ind., where the 
grandparents passed the remainder of their days. Samuel and Eliza­
beth (Razor) Hodges were reared and married in South Oarolina, and 
about 1810 or 1812 they moved with Mr. Hodge's par(mts to Ken­
tuckv, and from there to Indiana. The father enlisted for the War of 
1812, but peace was declared before he entered tho service. He was 
justice of the peace in Indiana for many years, and about 184G came 
to Missouri, settling in Dent Oounty, where he died about 1873, at the 
age of eighty-four years and six months. His wife died in 1873., at the 
age of eighty-four years, six months and eleven days. They were 
members of the Baptist Ohurch. Her father, :Peter Razor, was a 
Revolutionary soldier, and a native of Germany. Hiram Hodges is 
the sixth of eleven children, six sons and five daughters. He received 
a liberal education in the common schools of Indiana, and March 11, 
1841, he man-ied Miss Rhoda Ann, daughter of James B. and Eva 
Leeds. Mr. Leeds was born in New Jersey, where he lived until 
thirteen years of age, and then came with his parents to Ohio, 
where he was married about 1815. Later he removed to Hipley 
County, Ind., where he spent the rest of his life, engaged in tilling 
the soil. His wife was born in Virginia, and went to Ohio with her 
parents. By his marriage ]\;11'. Hodges became the father of thirteen 
children, five SOllS and foUl' daughters now living: Samuel, Benjamin 
M., Hiram L., Elizabeth, wife of W. H. Oraig, of Shannon Oounty; 
Ellen R., James J., Sarah J., wife of William R. Love; Helen M., 
wife of J effel·son Daugherty, and George W., an attorney. The same 
year of his marriage Mr.H. came to what is now Dent Oounty, in 
Gladden Valley, where he improved a good farm, and a few years 
after he removed down the valley to what is now Shannon Ooun­
ty. Here he lived in different parts of the county for a number of 
years, and in J 856 he returned to Dent County, settling on Pigeon 
Oreek, where he improved another good farm, and remained there 
until 1871. He then came to Salem, was for ten years engaged in 
merchandising at that place, and then returned to the farm, where he 
lived until 1884. He then moved to his present farm on Dry Fork, 
which consists of 332 acres of good farming land. Besides this he 
still owns his old farm of 400 acres, well improved, with about 260 
acres under cultivation. He followed merchandising with success in 



BIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX. 1053 

Shannon County, hauling his goods from St. Louis with ox-teams, and 
soon after purchased a saw-mill in Parker Hollow, and operated the 
same for many year8, meeting with good success. He has been saw­
milling ever since, and now owns one neal' tbe head of MAramec. In 
1870 he built a flour mill at Salem, which he and G. R. Kenamore 
operated with success for a sbort time, when Mr. Hodges sold out, but 
one year later purchased the entire mill, and afterward took W. R. 
Love as a partner. They then operated the mill nntil 1881, when 
they sold out. Mr. Hodges has given his children good educations, 
and has liberally contributed to all worthy enterprises. Mr. Hodges 
was formerly a Whig, casting his first presidential vote for Harrison 
in 1840, but since the war he has affiliated with the Democratic party. 
He and wife have been faithful members of the Baptist Church for 
many years, and are excellent citizens. Mr. Hodges and eldest son 
now own a flour custom mill eight miles south of Salem, and Mr. 
Hodges has also a business block in Salem. He is a stockholder in 
the Bank of Salem. 

William 'r. Holman, another successflll farmer and stock raiser of 
Watkins 'l'owIlship, was born in Overton, now Olay Oounty, Tenn., in 
1844, and is the son of William and Nancy (Barksdale) Holman, and 
grandson of William Holman, a native of North Carolina and an early 
settler of Tennessee, where he died. The parents of our subject were 
natives of Tennessee, where they remained until 1845, when they 
moved to what il:! now Dent Ouunty, Mo., wbere they improved a good 
farm. In 1860 they removed to Washington Oounty, where the father 
died in 1886. 'rhe moth!lr had died many years previous, and after 
her death the father had married Miss Zilla Woods, whose father was 
one of the first Hottlers of Washington Oouuty. Mr. Holman was a 
successful farmer and stock raitler, and one of the pioneers of Dent 
County. He raised a company of soldiers, of which he was made 
captaiu, and started to assist in one of the Indian wars, but his 
services wern not needed. He was a member of the Ohristian Ohurch. 
William T. Holman, subject of this sketch, was the third of six chil­
dren, and was educated in the common schools, and a few months at 
Arcadia. He remained with his father in Washington County until 
1870, when he returned to Dent Oounty and assumed charge of the old 
farm then owned by his father. He was married in 1871 to Miss 
Levicia A., daughter of Abner and Jane Harrison, natives of North 
Caroliua and 'l'(mnessee. Her parents came to Dent Oounty in 1852, 
and there they have since lived. Mr. Harrison is one of the wealth­
iest farmers and stock raisers in the county. He was born in 1818. 
Mr. Holman, after his marriage, lived on the old farm until 1886, 
whfm he removnd to his present farn:~, a tract of land containing 1,085 
acres, the most of it the result of his own (~fforts in farming and stock 
raising. 1'0 his mal'l'iage were born six children, three now living. 
He is a Democrat in politics, casting his first presidential vote for 
Seymour in 1808. For ten or eleven years he has been successfully 
engaged in breeding Short-horn cattle, beginning with a two- yea1'­
old heifer, wbich he paid $110 for, and now has probably the finest 
herd in the county. He was among the first to introduce the stock 
in the county, and he has also been engaged in breeding Poland.China 
hogs, of which he has a fine lot. 
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Dr. John Hyer, retired physician and surgeon at Lake Spring, was born in Lancaster County, Penn., in 1810, the son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Mitchell) Hyer, and grandson of Louis li'rederick HyeI', who was born in'iYolfenddettle, Germany, and came to America at an early day. He was a forgeman, as were all his sons, and died in Lan­caster, Penn. His wife, Mary E. (Weaver) Ryer, was born in Penn­sylvania, and was of German descent. She died in Cumberland County, Penn. 'fhe maternal grandfather, John Mitchell, was born in England, and was a wealthy Philadelphia merchant. He and wife died in that city when the subject's mother was an infant. She was born in 1.785, in Philadelphia, and was then adopted and I'eared hy the Llewellyn family, who came to America with "\Villiam Penn. The descendants are now living on the old home farm neal' Philadelphia. The father, Samuel Hyer, was born in Lancaster County, I'enn., in 1779, and was married near Philadelphia. He first settled in Lamms' tel' Oounty, Penn., in 1817, then in Cumberland Oounty, of the Hame State, then in \Vheeling, W. Va., thence to Bainbridge, Ohio, and in 1837 to Mis:30uri, where for a year or two he was at the Meramec Iron Works. He then moved to Lake Spring, when thore were but f'ow settlers, and there passed the remainder of his life. The mother died in 1855, at the age of seventy, and the fat.her in 1862, at the agfl of eighty-three. Both were members of the Methodist Church frOJll early youth. Mr. Hyer was a forgeman, which occupation he followod many years after ho left Pennsylvania. He was formerly a wealthy merchant, but became a bankrupt by indorsement for frionds. He was a man of great activity, onergy and good businoss ability. Dr. John Hyer was the second of eight children born to his parents, and the eldest son. He was reared in the common schools of l)onnsy Ivania, and clerked in his fath81"s store until about twenty-ono years of ag!'l, when ho began the study of medicine wit,h his brother-in· law, Dr. vVilliam W. Stigleman, whose wife now lives with Dr. Hyer. Ho thon taught school to pay his expenses while studying three years. In 1838 he came to this portion of Missouri, settling at Lako Spring, where he began his practice, and continued at this with remal'lwhle success until after the war. He is one of the very first practitioners in South Oentral Missouri, as well as one of the most successful oneR. He still prescribes for some of the old settlers. In 1842 he manilld Miss Mary Ann, daughter of vYilliam and Eliza nuth, and a native of Pennsylvania, born neal' Philadelphia, where the parents spont all their lives. Mr. Ruth was a blacksmith by trade. Mrs. Hyer came to Missouri in 1840, with the Doctor's sister, Mrs. Ann Stigleman. '1.'0 the Doctor and wife were born three children: Elizabeth P., wife of Judge Robert W. Fyan (she was killed at Marshfield, by the cyclone of 1880, the house blowing in); Martha L., wife of Dr. Edward B. Bowles, of Maries Oounty, and Mary Ella, wife of Alexander 0. Don­nan. The daughters all received good educations, and tho eldest daughter finished at the Oonvent of the Visitation, St. Louis. The second daughter finished at Troy, Ohio, and the youngest ill the high­schools in St. Louis. 11rs. Hyer died in 1855, at the age of thirty­three years. She was a devout member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, all the daughters being members of the same. Dr. Hyer is., 
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among t.he substantial men of Dent County, owning 2,000 acres of 
land in Dent and Phelps Counties. He is well known through South 
Central Missouri, and is an honorable, upright citizen. In 1842 he 
represented Crawford County in the L("gislature, when that county 
extended over a large part or South Central Missouri, and again, in 
1848, he represented that county ill the Lowe!' House of the same body. 
During that session he petitioned the Legislature and organized Dent 
County. In 1860 he represented his senatorial district, then consist­
ing of Crawford, Maries, Phelps, Dlmt. Shannon, Ozark and Pulaski 
Counties, in the Legislature, and was elected to the Confederate Oon­
gress, but did not serve. He was a member of th(~ Constitutional Con­
vention, in 1874, which revised 01' formed a new State Constitution. 
His father established a postal route from Jefferson Oity and Houston, 
and the Doctor was the fimt postmaRter at Lake Spring Post-office, 
which position he held until the war. After that eventful period he 
was postmaHter again until 1887. In his politieal views he has been 
a Domocrat all hiH life, and his flrst presidential vote was for Gen. 
Jackson, in 183~. He is a Boyal Arch Mason, and It worthy member 
of the Baptist Cburch. 

Joseph H. ,Jadwin, fannf'r and merchant of rrcxas 'fowm;hip, was 
born in '1'exai:l Connty, Mo., in 1852, being 11 "on of Valentine and 
Nancy (McDonald) ;Jadwin, who were hom in Tennessoe in Ii:l30 and 
1831, respectively. 'I'll., fonnel' waf> of Dutch lineage, a farmer by 
occnpation. and about 18B3 emigrated with his parents from Tennes­
see to Missouri, locating in 'rexlls Connty, but. his death occurred ill 
Dent County. in June, 1887. HiH widow is Htillliving, and reside" on 
her farm about ton mih\s south of Salmll. Joseph H. ,Jadwin is the 
eldest of eight children, and made his homo with hi;,; parents until his 
marriage. He attendl,d the country schools until nineteen yearR of 
age, and then attended the high-school oE Salem for about two yoars. 
He taught his first term of Hchool whon niuotoell yoarl:l of age, and 
eontinued that occupation in Dent, Texas, Howell and Shannon Ooun­
ties for thirteen years. On the 14th of Octoher, I87\), he was married 
to Miss Bmeline Jack, who was born in Dent Oounty, Mo., in 18G3, 
heing II daughter of James and i:)usan J·ack. both of whom wero of 
Dutch origin, and natives of Tennessee. '1'he former died in 11:182. 
but the latter is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Jadwin are the parents of 
one child. The first two yean, of their marriago they resided on a 
farm on Dry Fork, and then moved to Gladdin Valley, where he was 
engaged in farming and generalm(il'chandising for flix years, doing a 
good paying business. He has a well-improvtKl farm of laO acI'E'S, Oil 

which are erected a good residencE' and commodious and substantial 
out-buildings. He is -a Democrat politically. 

John Thomas J·ohns. Classed among the prominent and success­
ful farwers and stock raisers of \~C atkins Township stands the name of 
the above-mentioned gontlemall, who was born in rrexas Township, 
Dent 00., Mo., August 25, 1840. RiA parent.s were Elijah and Eliz­
abeth (Ol'addock) Johns, native" of Kentucky, born near the years 
1815 and 1818, respectively. They were married in Kentucky about 
1837, and came to Dent County, Mo., about I8H\). The grandfather, 
Elisha Johns, was a native of Virginia, and of Scotch-Irish descent. 
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'The maternal grandfather of our subject. John Craddock, was also a 
native 0f Virginia, and married Sarah Bartlett. Both died in Ken­
tuc1.'"Y. When Elijah Johns, father of subject, first came to Dent 
County, he settled in Texas Township, and later in Watkins Township, 
where his son John T. now lives. He died in 1860. He was a suc­
,.'Cessful and industrious farmer, and moved to Dent County when there 
'were very few settlers. The mother is still living. John Thomas 
.J ohns was the eldest of eleven sons and one daughter, five sons and 
-one daughter now living, and all but one brother in Dent County. He 
received his education in the common schools of Dent County, and in 
1862 he enlisted in Company B, Tenth Missouri Cavalry, Federal 
Army, and operated in Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Alabama and Georgia. He was in the battles of Pea Ridge, Tupelo, 
and various other expeditions and skirmishes. He was with Gen. 
Wilson on his raid through Georgia and' Alabama, and was dis­
<lharged at Nashville, Tenn., as a corporal, in October, 1865, after 
over three years' service. He enlisted twice, the last time as a vet­
eran. In March, 1866, he married Miss Mary, daughter of Judge 
.James :M:. and Nancy Jones, who were early settlers of Dent County, 
where they died, the father in 1877 and the mother in 1873. To Mr . 
. J ohns' marriage were born eight children, foul' sons and foul' daugh­
ters. After his mal'l'iage Mr. Johns Ii ved for some time on Little 
.Piney, in Phelps County, but since then he has lived on the old home 
place, and is the owner of 500 acres of good land, all the result of his 
·own efforts, and with about 100 acres under cultivation. In 1884 he 
was appointed justice of the peace, and served about one year. Polit­
ically he is a Republican, casting his first presidential vote for Abra­
ham Lincoln in 1864. He is a member of the Agricultural Wheel; 
he and wife are members of the Baptist Church. Mr. J ohnH, like 
many others, could not write his name until during his first serv­
ice while in the war. He then learned to write, and has sinC~l become 
,considerable of a reader, and is considered a well· informed man on 
-any subject. He has taken great pains to educate his children, and 
'his eldest son finished his education at Salem, and is now one of 
Dent County's best teachers. Mrs. Johns' parents came to Mi ssouri 
in 1843, and her father was a soldi~r in the :Federal army; was a jus­
tice of the peace for some years, and served one term, at. least, as 
..county judge. He and wife were members of the Baptist Church. 

Dr. A. J. Jones, retired physician, but now a prosperous mer­
chant of Franklin Township, Dent Co., Mo., was born in Williamson 
·County, Tenn., April 8, 1838, being a son of William and J'uJia (Cl'Ofmer) 
Jones, both of whom were born in the same county as their son, A. J. 
'The father was of Irish descent, a farmer by occupation, and was born 
about 1808, and died in his native county December 8, 1837. The 
mother was born on the 7th of February, 1813, and is now residing 
in Obion County, Tenn. In December, 1839, two years aft or her hus­
band's death, she married Jackson Coleman, who died in Tennessee 
in 1880. Five children were born to her first union (all sons) and nine 
by her second. The maternal grandfather of A. J. Jones, Henry 
Crosner, was born in Williamson County, Tenn., in 1775, and died in 
1865, having been a soldier all through the Revolutionary War. A. J. 
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Jones made his home with his mother until sixteen years of age, and 
received a good education in the country schools of his native State. 
He then went to Kentucky, where he had a brother teaching school, 
and stayed with and went to school to him for two years. He then 
attended the high-school of Lebanon, Tenn., one term, shortly after 
beginning the study of medicine under Dr. A. V. Hawkins, and at the 
end of eighteen mouths entered the Medical University of Nashville, 
which institution he attended from January, 1859, to March, 1860. 
In the latter year he located in Fulton County, Ky., where he entered 
upon the practice of his profession, and the following year was mar­
ried to Fanny Dodge, who was born in Christian County, Ky., :May 
18, 1833, being a daughter of Jarred and Sally Dodge, who were of 
German descent. The mother died December 11, 1888, at the home 
of Mrs. Jones, with whom she had made her home for many years. 
She was about eighty-one years of age. After Mr. Jones had prac­
ticed his profession in Fulton County for about two years, he moved 
to Union City, Tenn., locating in Rolla, Phelps Co., Mo., about three 
years later. Four years later he came to Dent County, locating on a 
farm. and also practiced his profession until 1882, since which time 
he has gradually given up his profession on account of ill health. In 
February, 1883, he opened a general mercantile store, in connection 
with a general line of drugs, and is doing a lucrative business. He is a 
Democrat in politics, and has been frequently solicited to accept various 
offices, but has invariably declined the honor. He and wife are mem­
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

Jonathan D. Jones, farmer and stock raiser, is a native of Obion 
Count.y. Tenn., born in 1842, and is a son of J. W. and Mari.ha A. 
(Doak) Jones. The former was born in North Carolina, neal' Raleigh, 
in 1838, and died in Dent County, Mo., November 27, 1888, having 
been a resident of the county since 1855. He was a farmer, and of 
Irish descent, and at an early day immigrated to Tennessee, where he 
wat=j married, his wife having been born in Wilson County, of that 
State, about 1820, and is now residing with her sons in Dent County. 
Jonathan D. Jones is the second of her ten children, seven of whom 
grew to maturity. He made his home with his parents until about 
twenty-one years of age, receiving his education in the district schools, 
and in 18u1 volunteered in the Southern army, but after serving six 
months came home, and February 15, 1865, enlisted in Company E, 
Eleventh Regiment Veteran Volunteer Infantry, of the Federal army, 
serving until January, 1866, seven months after the close of the war. 
He then returned to Crawford County, Mo., where he had been mar­
ried to Miss E. J. Brickey in 1863. She was born in Crawford 
County, Mo., in 1846, and is the mother of eight children, five now 
living. Her parents, Cornelius ansi Keziah A. Brickey, were of Ger­
man descent. Since 186B Mr. Jones has been a resident of Dent 
County, and in 18B8 he located on the farm of 300 acres where he 
now lives; 140 acres of land are under cultivation, and besides this 
property he has a forty-acre tract of timber land. He has a good 
bearing orchard, and is in a prosperous condition financially. He is a 
Democrat politically. Mrs. JOlles is a member of the Christian 
Church. 
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George R. Kenamore, Deputy United States Collector of Internal 
Revenue of the First District, Fifth Division of Miflsouri, was born 
in Maury County, Tenn., in 18M), being a son of Grant Allen and 
Emily Frances (London) Kenamore, and grandson of William and 
Polly (Johnson) Kenamore. ,Villiam Kenamore was a native of' 
North Oarolina, born in 1792, and at an early age immigrated to 
Middle Tennessee. He was a soldi!?r in the War of lEl12, with Gen. 
Jackson, and died in 1862, near SpringfielJ, Mo., having become 
a citizen of that place in 1854. His wife, Polly ,Johnson, was born 
in 1784, and died in 187.0. Her father, Abner Johnson, was a soldier 
in the Revolutionary IVaI', and was wounded at Guilford Court Hom.;e. 
He was born in 1759, in Nol"th Oarolina, and died in 1850. Grant A. 
Kenam0l"8 was born in l\Iaury Oounty, Tenn., February 14, lEl24; was 
reared and married in his native county, where he remained until 
1854, and then immigrated to Greene Oounty, Mo. About 1856, 
he became a resident of Salem, Dent Co., Iv[o., and located one­
half mile from the county seab, hut the following year moved into the 
town. At the commencement of the war his sympathieH were with 
the Southern people, but for the Union, and when the <.lifilnemberment 
came he remained true to the old Hag, casting his destinies with the 
North. In April, 1863, he enlisted in Company G, Ninth H~lgiment 
Missouri State :Militia, and later, in 1804, raised a company in Dent 
County, and in September of that year waR oleded captain of Com­
pany D, Forty-eighth Missouri Infantry Volullt.lers, commanded by 
Col. Wells H. Blodgett. This regiment was on active field duty until 
February, 18()5, at which time it was ordered to Chicago, Ill., and 
here Mr. Kenamore remained until the ('xpiration of his term. He 
then returned to Salem, and in May, J8Gf), waH appointed by Gov. 
Thomas C. Fletcher captain of a Dent County company of State Militia 
for home protection. He i"tood by his people faithfully and well. 
Capt. Kenamore was a man who had the outiro confidence of thA 
people, and he rendered effective service for them when a truHty ~md 
worthy man was needed. After the war he Imgaglld in merchandising 
fOT several years in Salem, being a partnor withW. R. Love a fnw 
years. He also traded in stock, speculated in real eHtate, and did a 
quite extensive business in various lines of comltl~rcial activity. He 
was successful in all his bu"iness transactions; was county surveyor 
of Dent County for. about six years, and was probate judg~ when the 
war began. He di~d July 7, 1885. His wife, Emily F., waH a 
native of Maury County, Tenn., and died in 1874. After her death 
Oapt. Kenamore married Mrs. LizziB Durlulm, nee McSpadden, who 
yet survives. Capt. Kenamore was t,ho father of two children: Will­
iam B., who died in November, 1884, at the age of thirty-six, and 
George R., who was educated in the common schools, and at the early 
age of sixteen enlisted in Company D, Forty-eighth Missouri Infant­
ry, and was in service six months. After the war he engaged in mer­
chandising, and has been occupied in this the greater part of the time­
since. In November, 1887, he was made DBputy United Stat(JH Inter­
nal Revenue Collector, by Freeman Barnum. December 28, 1873, 
he married Mrs. Emma Henthorn, nee Craiger, a native of Indiana, 
bomin 1850, and the daughter or James P. Craiger, of Carlisle, Ind. 
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Th€\y have two children: Rufus Clare and Charles. Mr. KenamOl'e is 
a life-long Democrat in his political views, casting his first presidential 
vote for Seymour in 1868; was county treasurer of Shannon County, 
Mo., for four years, and has frequently been a delegate to the various 
conventions. He is a Mastel' Mason and a member of the A. O. U. \V, 
His wife is a member of the Ohristian Church. 

Rudolph Kerlsler, proprietor of the Mammoth Livery and Feed 
Sta ble at Salem, wml born in the Kingdom of Prnssia, Germany, 
August 19, 1814, and is the SOl1 of Rudolph and Mary I~lizabeth 
(Miller) Kesl:ller. Rudolph Kessler, Sr., was born in the Kingdom of 
Prussia, Germany, in 1818, and was a miller and distiller in his 
native country. He came to America in H:Sf)/, locating in Pilot Knob, 
Mo., and Boon went to Madison County, where hEl purcbased a farm 
and tilled the soil the l'emaindor of his day". He died in 181,;3. His 
wife was also a nat.i ve of the Kingdom of Prussia, Gormany, born in 
1825, and is yet living on tho old hOllie place. Sho iOl tlw mother of 
six children: Budolph, Emily D., wife of J"neoll Kessler; Charh·s, in 
Mine La MottEl, lUo.; Joannnh, Lena and John. Tho laHt threo aJ'O at 
hOllio. Hndol ph was thirt~lpn yoarH of age whE>n he came to AI11t'rica 
with his pal'(\LltH, and remained with tlwlli until they moved to t,he 
farm, when ho cOlllnHmced working- at Pilot Knoll. At the oponing 
of tlH~ war ho was employed in the Government. I:ltahles at Pilot Knob. 
In 18GB he enlistod in Oompany M, Bighth Missouri Mount.ed In­
fantry, and served about six mont.hs, when bo was discharged. He 
then enlisted in Company F, Fifti(lth Hegiment Mounted Infantry, anel 
served about four months. He was in the battle of Pilot Knoh. He 
was wagon-llH![-;t.el" while in the Eighth Uegiment, aUll was quartor­
master-serg(,I\Ilt in t.ho Fiftieth Uegimellt. Aftor tho war he lived in 
·Wayne County for a year, and from 18GO to 1872 he was at homo in 
Maditlon County. III tho last named year ho camo t.o Salem, and 
bought. an jntmest in tlw livery and foed stall!€' with Hichard Pohl­
man, tlH'l firm being Pohlman & Kl'sslel" for ovor two years. 1\1:1'. 
Kessler then bonght Mr. Pohlman's inten'st, and from that time until 
the present ho has bOEm Hole owner. Ho keeps an avoruge of twelve 
horsetl, seven buggies, fivl' spring wagons, one InmlH'r wagon amI a 
hack to all trains. In 1881 he ereeted hiH present stable, which is 
30x80 feet, with a thirt.y-foot shed on one side and a 130,foot shed on the 
rear, twenty-two feet wide. Mr. Kossler keeps a fil"l'lt-claHs stable­
the best and most complete stable in Salem or in Dent County. By his 
long experience in tbe business he knows t.he nl'eds of t.he traveling 
public, and keepR hi" stable and travoling apparatus in first-class 
order. He is courtj"ous, obliging, and a true gontleman. In 1872 he 
married Miss Rosa Weaver, daughter of J'ohn C. Weaver. She was 
born in Warren County, Ohio, in 1850, and by her marriage became 
the mother of four childr(m: Rudolph, John, Lizzie and Hosa, Mr. 
Kessler is a Hepublican in politics, and was a mcmb8l" of the city 
council two years. He is a member of the A. O. U. W. and Select 
Knights. He and wife are members of the German Lutheran ChUl'ch .. 

Isaiah Larkin, a proRperous farmer of Dent County, Mo., was born 
in Jefferson County, of that State, in 1843, and is a son of Georgfl W. 
a~d Elizabeth J. (Stobaugh) Larkin, who werB born in Kentucky iu 
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1813 and 1815, and died in Dent and J ei'ferson Counties, Mo., in 1871 
and 1853, respectively. They were married in their native State, and 
soon after immigrated to Missouri, locating in Jefferson County, of 
which they were pioneer settlers. Isaiah is one of four surviving 
members of their family of nine children, and remained on the home 
farm until he attained his majority, receiving no schooling, and conse­
quently acquired but little education. In 1865 he was married to 
Ruthie Turley, who was born in Jefferson County, Mo., in 1843, and 
by her became the father of eleven children, ten of whom are living: 
Maley, George, William, Rosa, Isaiah, Dolly A., Effie, Dovie, Mag­
nolia and Albert. For fourteen years after his marriage Mr. Larkin 
resided in Jefferson County, Mo., since which time he has lived on 
his farm of 160 acres where he now lives. He haA about seventy-five 
acres under cultivation, well improved and with a good bearing or· 
chard. He is an enterprising citizen, and has given his children, who 
are all single and reside at home, good educational ad vantages. He is 
a Democrat, and his wife and oldest daughter are members of the 
Baptist Church. Mrs. Larkin's parents, Zadock and Margaret Tur· 
ley, were of ~rish and Dutch descent, and W(JI'e born in Kontucky and 
Virginia. respectively. 

Dr. Wilson M. Lenox:, a practicing physician and surgeon of IJake 
Spring, was born in what is now Phelps County, Mo., in 1843. He 
is a son of Hamilton and Pel'melia M. (Harrison) Lenox, and grand. 
son of William Lenox, a Virginian by birth, but who went to Kentucky 
at a very early day, and was an intimate friend of Daniel Boone, whom 
he aided against the Indians, both in Kentucky and Missouri. He 
was also a soldier in the Black Hawk War, when his son Hamilton was 
but a boy. The family moved from Kentucky to Missouri, awl spent 
a number of years in Callaway and other counti(ls of Northern Misflouri. 
They then came to Phelps County, at still quit() aTl early period, and 
here died. He was of a migratory disposition, and spent much of 
his time with the Indians in the wild Southwest, where hEl figured 
prominElntly in civilizing the same. His father was of Scotch descent; 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and was wounded at the battle 
of Cowpens. The ancestors of our subject on the father's side trace 
their lineage back to three brothers who were natives of Scotland; two 
of them came to America and from thElm sprang the Lenox families in 
America. Dr. Lenox',l'! maternal grandfather, James Harrison, was a 
native of Virginia, and went to South Carolina when a young man, 
was married there, and at a very early period, about 18~O, came to 
Missouri and Rettled where the town of Arlington is now located. He 
"Owned a very large and valuable tract of land, on which he spent the 
remainder of his days. He was one of the most influential and prom­
inent citizens of Southern Missouri in his day. He served as a judge, 
was notary public, county and circuit clerk, etc.; in fact, he trans­
acted nearly all the business affairs of the people for years in South 
Central Missouri, acting as a general tribunal. His sons became 
representative citizens of Missouri. The Doctor's great-grandfather, 
Benjamin Harrison, was a native of Virginia, of English descent, and 
a Revolutionary soldier. He is originally of the same family as Pres­
ident Benjamin Harrison. Dr. Lenox is the sixth of tweI ve children, 
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and was educated at Jacksonville, Ill., and Lebanon Academy. At 
about the age of seventeen he began the study of medicine with his 
uncle, Dr. James P. Harrison, of Arlington, who was a graduate of 
McDowell Medical College, St. Louis. He studied with him until the 
opening of the late war between the North and South, and then en­
listed in the Confederate army, and was afterward made medical 
purveyor of Parson's divisiol!l of the Confederate army for the remain­
der of the war, operating in Missouri and Arkansas. He was at the 
battle of Wilson's Creek, Pea Uidge, Cane Hill, Camden, etc. After 
the war he went to Northeastern Texas, where he practiced with 
success for nearly two years. He returned to Missouri in 18G7, 
located at Rolla until 1872, and one year later settled at Lake 
Spring, where he has since practiced with his usual success. He is 
one of the most pl·ominent physicians of Dent County. At different 
times he has attended different medical institutions at New Orleans, 
Camden, Ark., St. Louis, etc., and gradllated from the St. Louis 
College of Physicians and Snrgeons in ] 883. He was a delegate to the 
National Democratic Convention at. Chicago, in 1884, which nominated 
Grover Cleveland. He was also a delegate to th~l State Convention in 
1870, and has frequently been a delegate to congressional conventions, 
etc. He is a member of the State Medical Association, and also of 
t.he Minor Medical Associat.ion. He cast. his first presidential vote for 
Horace Greeley in 1872, and it is hardly necessary to add, after read­
ing the sket.ch so far, that he is a Democrat in his political views. He 
is a Royal Arch Mason of Rolla Chapter, and like his ancestors on 
both sides, is a prominent and representative citizen. His first mar­
riage occurred in February, 187G, to Miss Martha Frances Bradford, a 
native of Phelps County, Mo., and the daughter of John D. and 
Margaret A. (Lenox) Bradford, who wore early settlers of PhelpR 
County. Mrs. Lenox died in October, 1882, and Septorrlher 29, 1884, 
the Doctor married Miss Elizabeth 0. Cowen, daughter of Dr. Robert 
B. and Susannah B. (Lenox) Cowen, granddaughter of William B. 
Cowen, and great-granddaughter of William Cowen, who was from 
Scotland, and was a lawyer in Virginia. The grandfather of Mrs. 
Lenox was also a native of Virginia; was known as Col. Cowen, and 
was probably a soldier in one of the early wars. He was a wealthy 
Virginian, and died in Pulaski County, Mo. The father of Mrs. 
Lenox was born in Bedford County, Va., and came with his father 
when a boy to St. Louis, and afterward to Phelps COllnty, whel·e he 
spent the rest of his life. He died in 1869; was a practicing physician 
at Edgar Springf'l for fifteen years, and was a graduate of McDowell 
Medical College, St. LOllis, Mo. His wife, and the mot.her of Mrs. 
Lenox, is still Ii ving, and is residing near Edgar Springs. ~lrs. 
Lenox was edllcated at various schools in Dent and Phelps Counties, 
and at the Ursnline Convent of St. Louis. She is a refined and edu­
cated lady. Both wives were second cousins of Dr. Lenox. 

Abner H. Leonard, farmer and stock raiser of Spring Creek Town­
ship, was born in Iredell County, N. C., in 1827, and is the son of 
Robert and Cynthia (Johnson) Leonard. Robert Leonard was born 
in North Carolina in 1781, and the mother was born in the same 
State, but was about ten or twelve years younger than h"r husbana. 
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She was an orphan, and was Mr. Leonard's second wife. Mr. Leon­ard Temoved to Gilmore County, "\Vest 'fenn., about 1833, and came to what is now Dent County, and settled on Spring Creek, near Salem, and was one of the first white settlers of the county. He improved a good farm, wher.e he died January 5, 18m. He was fund of hunting, and spent much time in this pursuit when game was plenty. The nearest post-office was Steelville, and they did the principal part of their marketing at St. Louis, where they went with their ox teams, carrying with them hides, funl, beeswax, wheat, etc., which they ex­changed for groceries, etc., enough to last the family a year. They were generally fourteen or fifteen days in making the trip. 'l'he next day after Mr. Leonard arrived in Dent COUl!lty he started through the woods to borrow or buy some corp.. There were no settlements near him, and to prevent getting lost he blazed the trees as he went along, so that he could follow them in gotting back. Josoph S. Leonard, the great-grandfather of Almer H. Leonard, was II native of Ireland, but came to America prior to the RevolutionaryW ar. His son Will­iam, who was the grandfather of Abner H., was living at "\Vilmington, N. C., d.uring the Revolutionary War, and when Robert was but seven days of age the British captured the city, but the father being sick the family was not molested. He waH a rope-maker by occupa­tion. The mother of our s~lbject. died ill 184,t, Mr. Leonard was the father of eighteen children, ninH by oach wifH. Abner H. Leon­ard was the fourth child born to the last mal'l'iag(~. He waH reared in the wilds of Dent County, where there werH no schools until hH was nearly grown. He never attended school but. a few months, and the principal part of his education was obtai!1(~d by the light of the fire­place in the evenings at home. The woods at that timH were full of bear, elk, wolves, panthers, wildcats, etc., and young Leonard spent a great deal of his time in hunting; was an unusually good shot, and many deer fell at the report of his gun. In 1850 he married Miss Mary Ann, daughter ot John and Anna Sta.gner, who were natives or North Carolina, and who aftm'ward moved to Kentucky, where Mrs. Leonard was born. About 184,0 Mr. Stagner moved to Salem, and afterward spent a few years in Southwestern Missouri, but later re­turned to Dent County, where both died, on Dry Fork, the mother about 1856 and the father about 18GB. He was the first justice of the peace, and married the, first couple in Spring Creek Township. Both were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 'fo Mr. Leonard and wife were horn seven children, foUl' now living: John W., Will­iam R., James F., and Eliza Elhm, wife of John A. Jones, living on her father's farm. The same year of his marriage Mr. Leonard Bet­tIed on his present farm, which consists of 280 acres, with seventy­five under cultivation. He served ahout three years in the Federal Army, Oompany D, Thirty-second Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and operated in Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, under Shm'man, and was in the first engagement at Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and was in all the GeOl'gia and Atlanta campaign to the sea. He was at the grand review at 'vVash­ington, D. C. He was discharged at Louisvill~" Ky., July 18, 18£)5, 
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.and was never wounded nor captured during service. Politically he 
was formerly a Whig, his first presidential vote being for Gen. Tayler 
in 1848, but he is now a Republican. Mr. Leonard has spared no 
pains in educating his childran, and is justly proud of his efforts in 
that direction. He and wife have been members of the Methodist 
Episcopal ChUl'ch since soon after the war, and three of the children 
are members of the same church. Mrs. Leonard has been almost 
blind for ten years. 

Robert A. Leonard, a successful tiller of the soil and a prominent 
stock dealer of Norman Township, is the son of Joseph and Elizabeth 
(Walls) Leonard, and the grandson of Robert Leonard, who was one 
of the pioneers of Dent County, and whose history appears elsewhere 
in this volume. Joseph Leonard was a native of North Carolina, and 
came with his pal'ents to what is now Dent County in 1833, where he 
married, and afterward settled near Salem, where he died in 1878, at 
the age of sixty-five. He was a carpenter, and built SOIP.e of the first 
houses in Salem. He was :justice of the peace for many years, and 
was a member of the Methodist EpiBcopal ChUl'ch. The mother was 
born in Tennessee, and came with her parents to Dent County when 
young. Her father afterward moved to Laclede County, where he 
died. She is still living, is about seventy-six years of age, and has 
been a member of the Methodist ChUl'ch for many years. She is the 
mother of ten children, five sons and five daughters, Robert A. being 
the fourth. He was born in Spring Creek Township, Dent Co., Mo., in 
1844, and received a good practical education in the common schools. 
At the age of eighteen he enlisted in Company E, Eleventh Missouri 
Cavalry, United States Army, and operated mostly in Arkansas and 
Mississippi. He was in the battle of Brown's Prairie, Al·k.; was in 
many skirmishes, and served until the close of the war. He was 
mustered out at New Orleans, July 25, 1865. He then returned 
home, and November 4, 1868, he married Miss Mary McCaupin, a 
native of Tennessee, who came with her parents to Dent County when 
a child. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Leonard, who lived 
in Texas Township until 1882, when they moved to their present farm 
on Dry Fork. Here they have 320 acres of land, with about 150 under 
cultivation, and Mr. Leonard has done a great deal in improving the 
stock of the connty. He is a Btanch Republican politically, casting 
his first presidential vote for Gen. U. S. Grant in 1868; is a member 
of the G. A. R.~ Agricultural Wheel, A. O. U. W., and he and wife have 
been members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for a great many 
years. Mr. Leollard has spared no pains in educating his children 
and in the general upbuilding of the county. 

Josiah Lewis, farmer of Franklin Township, Dent Co., Mo., was 
born in Maries County, Mo., in 183'0, and is a son of John and Thank­
ful (Short) Lewis, who were born in Tennessee and Kentucky, in 1780 
and 1798, respectively. The father was of English descent, a farmer 
by occupation, and while yet single moved from his native State to 
Missouri, where he spent the remainder of his days, and later died. 
Ten of their twelve children grew to maturity, Josiah being the sixth 
of the family. He made the paternal house his home until his father's 
death, and in 1861 was married to Miss Mary Jane Bugg, who was 
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born in Kentucky in 1840, and died in 1864, having borne one child 
that died in infancy. In 1862 he enlisted in Company B, Cavalry 
Brigade, Confederate States Army, serving until the close of the war, 
and being a participant in the battle of Iron Mountain. He has 
resided on his present farm of 200 acres since the close of the war, 
and has about fifty acres under cultivation. He is one of the worthy 
citizens of the county, and, owing to his many admirable traits, has 
many warm personal friends. He has always supported the principles 
of the Democratic party, and is one of the pioneer citizens of Dent 
County. 

Judge William Robert Love, president of the bank at Salem, and 
dealer in general merchandise at that place, is a native of Lincoln 
County, Tenn., born in 1823, and the son of Robert King and Marga­
ret Catherine Love. Robert K. Love was born in Wilkes County, N. 
C., in 1790, and is the son of John Love, who was a native of Scotland. 
Robert Love immigrated to Tennessee when a young man, and was 
living in Lincoln County when married. In 1830 he moved to Wash­
ington County, Mo. (now Reynolds County), and here passed the 
remainder of his life engaged in farming. He died in 1843. His 
wife was born in Lincoln County, Tenn., in 1801, and died in 1838. 
She was the mother of six children, five of whom are still living: Will­
iam R., John A., Dallason S., Elizabeth J. and Sarah A. William 
R. Love was reared and grew to manhood on a farm, and remained 
with his parents as long as they lived. In 1844 he married Miss 
Sarah P. Larimore, a native of Tennessee, born in 1825, and the 
daughter of James Larimore. Six children were the result of this 
union: Elizabeth, wife of B. M. Hodges; DallasOD, who is in the 
store with his father; Andrew H., Mary, wife of Lucius Judson, 
attorney at law; William B. and Horace J. Mr. Love lived in Iron 
County until 1860, when he came to Dent County, and located two 
miles south of Salem. Iu the fall of 1862 he commenced merchan­
dising in Salem, and about 1863 John W. Livesay became a partner. 
They did an immense business for upward of twelve years, having 
stores at Salem, Rolla and St. James at the same time, and during the 
year 1867 Mr. Love was a resident of Rolla. He was also in partner­
ship with W. A. Young a few years in Salem. In November, 1883, 
the Bank of Salem was organized, and Mr. Love was elected president, 
which position he has held since its organization, he being the prin­
cipal stockholder and prime mover in its oJ:ganization. About 1875 
he erected a large, three-story brick hotel, at a cost of $10,000, includ­
ing the room in which he has his general store. Mr. Love is the 
owner of a large estate, and is perhaps the wealthiest citizen in the 
county. He is a man who has always led an active life, and has made 
a marked snccess finaItcially. He commenced in life a poor boy, but 
by close application to business and economy he has accumulated a 
good property. In 1863 Mr. Love was appointed county treasurer of 
Dent County, was elected and served in all thirteen years. Later he 
was county judge for three years, being presiding judge. Mr. Love 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity, has been a life-long Democrat 
in his political views, and Mrs. Love is a member of the Baptist Church. 

Jamel! D. McGee, farmer of Franklin Township, Dent Co., Mo., 
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was born in Tennessee in 1825, being a son of John and Margaret 
(Dixon) McGee, who were born in Tennessee, the former about 1797 
and the latter in 1799. John McGee was of Irish descent, and through­
out life followed the occupation of farming. In 1845 he emigrated 
from his native State t.o what is now Dent (then Orawford) Oounty, 
Mo., and there spent the remainder of his days, dying about 1865 .. 
His wife was of Sco.tch descent, and also died in Dent Oounty, in 1886, 
having borne a family of seven children, ouly three of whom are now 
living. James D. McGee is the fourth member of the family, aud 
made his pareuts' house his home until forty-five years of age. His 
boyhood days were spent in attending the district schools aud working 
ou the farm, and in 18()U he espoused Miss Sarah Pettigrew, who was 
born in Alabama about ] 844, aud was a daughter of Edward and 
Nancy Pettigrew. She was a member of the Oumberland Presbyte­
rian Ohurch, and died in 187(), having borne a family of three chil­
dren. In 1877 Mr. McGee married his sllcond wife, Miss Oatherine 
Hutchison, who was born in Tennes~ee about 1840, and died in 1883, 
leaving two children. She was also a member or the Oumberland 
Presbyterian Church. Mr. McGee has a fine farm of 400 acres, 
eighty acres of which are well improved anu in a good state of culti­
vation. He is one of the pioneers of Dent Oounty, and in his polit­
ical views is a Democrat. 

Bev. Thomas MacGlashan, member of the iirm of MacGlashan & 
Mit.chell, manufacturers of wagons and buggies and owners of a glllleral 
repair shop at Salem, Mo., was bol'll in Scotland in 1832, being" the 
son of Alexander and BHtsey (MacDonald) MacGlashan, both natives 
of Scotland. Alexander's ancestors were strong supporter::; of Prince 
Oharles Edward Stuart, and WhllIl he lost his cause all hiH followers 
above a certain rank were to be court-martialed. Alexand(~r Mac­
Glashan's ancestors were included in tho ranks, and to avoid detection 
one brothel' changed his name to MacGlashan, hence the name. Some 
fled to America, and afterward became famous in the Bevolutionary 
war under the name of MacDonald. Alexander MacGlashan was a 
millwright and sawyer by trade. He passed his entire life in his na­
tive country, and died in 1834 from the efl'ects of an injury received 
in a mill. His wire, Betsey MacDonald, was born in 1812, and her 
ancestors were of the l\facDonalds of Keppoch. She is still living in 
her native country. After the death of her husband she married 
James MacDonald, who is also deceased. Bev. Thomas MacGlashan 
is the only child by the first marriage, and he was but two years of aglil 
when his father died. When large enough he commenced working 
with his step-father, who was a wheel. wright and honse builder by 
trade. He attended school until he was sixteen yeartl of age, and 
afterward became tutor to the Duke of Athole for two years. After 
that he became overseer in one of the Duke's saw-mills, where he re­
mained seven years, and for the following two years and a half he was 
overseer of the mills for one Mr. McInroy, of Lude. About 18[;£1 he 
became land steward for Gen. Sir John McDonald, baving command 
of all his large landed estate. Gen. Sir John died, and his Ron, Gen. 
Alastair MacDonald, succeeded his rather. He is at present com­
mander of the forces in Scotland. MI'. MacGlashan could not agree 
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with Gen. Alastair, and accordingly, in 1868, he immigrated to Amer­
ica and located in Milwaukee. The following year he immigrated to 
Licking, Mo., and here opened up a wagon and builder's shop, which 
was consumed by fire, with the tools, etc., six weeks later. In 1866 
he married Miss Christina Cameron, a native of Scotland, who was 
born in 1842. They had one son, Thomas Angus Ewan. In 1872 
Mr. MacGlashan came to Salem, and did not even have three cents to 
pay postage on a letter. He· commenced house building as soon as 
possible, and in a short time engaged with John Eaton, blacksmith, 
to manufacture wagons for him. From that time until the present he 
has been more or less engaged in the manufacture of the same. In 
1881 the firm was formed. They have manufactured 275 wagons, 
.making about fifty per annum, and also manufacture buggies. Their 
work is all first-class, all being warranted to give satisfaction. Mr. 
MacGlashan is a Republican in politics; was justice of the peace of 
Salem for two years, and taught three terms of school in Crawford 
County, Mo. ,-1870, 1874 and 1875. Mr. MacGlashan is one of the 
solid, substantial business men of Salem, and has made all his property 
by economy and good management. He is a member of the A. O. U. 
W. When a young man he professed religion, and prepared to enter 
the Presbyterian ministry, but owing to sickness he was compelled to 
abandon it. After coming-to the United States he became a member 
of the Baptist Church, and in 1870 was licensed to preach; had 
charge of the Baptist Church at Salem one year. Off and on for the 
past sixteen years he has been Sunday-school superintendent. His 
wife is a member of the Baptist Church. 

Dr. J. N. McMurtrey, a prominent practitioner of Salem, and 
druggist of the same place, was born in Madison County, Mo., in 1842, 
'being the son of Alexander and Rebecca (Powell) McMurtrey, and 
grandson of Alexander McMurtrey, who was a minister by profession. 
In his early life he practiced the Presbyterian doctrine, but in later 
years the Christian faith. About 1811 he immigrated to Southeast 
Missouri, locating in what is now Madison County, and was in that State 
before it was admitted into the Union. He was one of the very first 
white settlers in that section of the State, and a prominent man, being 
one of the pioneer preachers. Alexander McMurtrey , Jr., was mar­
ried in Madison County, Mo., and in 1847 moved to Independence, Mo., 
where he died in 1850, while yet in the prime of life. He was of 
Scotch-Irish descent. Mrs. Rebecca (Powell) McMurtrey was born in 
North Carolina in 1802, and died in Salem, Mo., in 1882. After the 
death of Mr. McMurtrey, she married Samuel Aldridge, who is also 
deceased. She was the mother of thirteen children, all by the first 
marriage, and seven now living. Of this family Dr. J. N. McMurtrey 
is the youngest boy. He received his literary !3ducation at Bluff 
Springs, Tenn., and at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. At the age 
of twenty-one he began teaching, and followed this in Marshall County 
Ill., one term. lIt 1866 he commenced the study of medicine in 
St. Louis, and in 1868 graduated as an M. D. in the Eclectic Medical 
College at Cincinnati, Ohio. October 21, of the following year, he 
married Miss Eliza J. Kindig, who was born in Woodford County, 
Ill., in 1847. To them were born six children: Jessie, Walter, Tessie, 
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Clifford, Deane and Percy. After graduating Dr. McMurtrey came to 
Salem, Mo., where he entered upon, the practice of his profession, and 
this he has actively followed ever since, with the exception of 1870, 
when he was in Hender60n County, Ill. One year later he established 
a drug store at Salem; has a first-class stock of drugs, as large if not 
the largest in Dent County. Dr. McMurtrey has a large and lucrative 
practice, and is OIJ.e of tho leading physicians and surgeons of Dent 
County. He is a stanch Democrat in his political views, casting his 
first vote for Horace Greeley. He was postmaster at Salem from July 
to the fall of 1887, amI is a member of the I. O. O. F. and A. O. U. 
W. He and wife and eldest daughter are members of the Missionary 
Bapti8t Church. 

Moses M. ThlcSpadden, farmer and stock raiser of Shod Bend 
Township, and the s.on of Capt. John and Elizabeth (Apperson) Mc­
Spadden, and grandson of Moses lHcSpadden, was born in Washing­
ton County, Va., in 182:3. His grandfather was probably horn in 
North Carolina, and died in Virginia about ]827. He was of Scotch­
Irish origin, and a well-to do farnHl1·. The parents of onr sub:iect 
wen) both natives of Virginia, wh(~re thpy lived until 1828, when t.hey 
moved to Missouri by land, crossing the rivor at St. Louis, which was 
at that time a small town. 'fhey lived in St. Charles County for about 
three years, and then removed to :Franklin Connty, where he built a 
powder-mill on Spring Creek. He died abont tho time it was com­
pleted, which was in 18;34-. Ho was a millwright aud miller, and au 
enterprising citizen. He was captain or the militia in mn-ly days, and 
was a SUl'vHyor of (litho!' St. Oharles or Franklin COllnty. Ho was a 
mombor of the Prel:lbyterian Church. His wife dind a f(~w months 
prior to his death. 8he was tho daughter of Dr. ,John Apperson, a 
nativEl of Virginia. \vho came to lVIiflsonri at an (~arly data. Hn died 
in Franklin County, Mo., in 18:-35, and was a well-known and promi­
nont phy~ieian and surguon for many y(~ur::l. Hn was of 8eokh de­
sCl'mt. He reared a large family; one of his sons, John, was 11 Hoidier 
in tho "Val' of 181~; another sou, Hunllolph IV., now of California, 
is father-in-law to Senator George Hearst, of Oalifornia. Moses M. 
MeSpadden, subjeet of thi~ sketch, is the eldest of four ehildren, one 
son and three daughterA, and is the only one now living. He was 
left ou orphan at the age of ten or eleven, and was mostly reared by 
a eousin, Moses Berry, of Franklin County. He received a limited 
countrY-Achool education, and when about fifteen years of age he went 
to IV ashillgton County, attended sehool and worked on a farm. He 
lived Home years with Randolph W. Apperson, who ,vaH his guardian. 
He eame to Dent County, Mo., in 1840, and established a store on 
the Memmec, in Meramee Township, where he remained for about 
three years. In 1852 he was married, in the house where hOllOW lives, 
to Miss Juliann Millsaps, daught(\!· of James and Elizabeth Millsaps. 
Her father died many years ago in St. Francois County, and her 
mother, who was bCIl'll in 1808, died near Salem in 1880. Mrs. Mc­
Spadden was bol'll in Washington Connty, Mo. Her grandfather, 
Thomas Higginbotham, who was a native of Georgia, left home when 
young on account of a step-mother, and was married in Tennesfille to 
Miss Elizabeth Ross. He then moved to Missouri, when it was still 
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a Territory, and settled in Washington County, where his wife died: 
many years ago. He then, in about 1836, settled on a farm, where 
the subject of this sketch now lives, and there died in 1851, at the age 
of eighty-seven. He was known as Capt. Higginhotham, having 
served as captain in the War of 1812. His father, Joseph Higgin­
botham, was a native of Ireland, and commanded a company in the 
Revolutionary War. To Mr. McSpadden and wife were born five 
children, one son and four daughters now living (one died in infancy): 
Elizabeth, wife of Moses H. McSpadden; Alcey Jane, wife of Dr. 
Andrew H. Love; Emeline A. and Joseph M. Soon after marriage 
Mr. McSpadden settled in Salem, where he followed' merchandising a 
few years, and then settled in the woods near Salem, where he improved 
a good farm. He lived there until 1887, and then came to his present 
farm, which consililts of over 360 acres. In 'all he has 1,300 acres, 
and a business block iI! Salem. In 1853 Mr. McSpadden was elected 
county and circuit court clerk for six years, and re-elected in 1859, 
but was removed during the war. Again, in 1874, he was elected cir­
cuit clerk, and served four years with credit and satisfaction. He 
declined to 'be re-elected. He has been a Democrat in politics all his life, 
and his first presidential vote was cast for Franklin Pierce in 1852. He 
was formerly a member of the Masonic fraternity, now demitted, and 
has been a member of the Presbyterian Church for many years. At 
the breaking out of the Mexican War in Texas he joined Company I, 
of Col. Albert Sidney Johnston's regiment (Third Texas Infantry), for 
six years, but after three months was discharged on account of ill 
health. Some time after he volunteered his services, but was rejected. 
He served as sergeant. The lumber in Mr. McSpadden's house was 
sawed by a whip-saw on the farm, and is one of the oldest houses in 
Dent County, the stone chimney bearing the date of 1838. Mr. Mc­
Spadden was the first man to be elected county and circuit clerk and 
recorder of Dent County, and is one of the old and much respected 
citizens of the county. 

William C. Marti~, retired farmer and stock raiser, and one of the 
much esteemed citizens of Spring Creek Township, was born in Roane 
County, Tenn., in 1826, his parents being George and Matilda (Child­
ers) Martin, who probably spent all ~heir lives in Tennessee. The 
father died about 1832 or 1833, and the mother followed him to the 
grave after her son, William C., came to Missouri. He was one of 
six children, and the only one who ever came to Missouri. He 
received a very meager .education, and remained with his mother until 
twenty-three years of age. In 1849 he moved to Dent County, where 
he was married, in 1852, to Miss Rachel M. Barnes, a native of Ala­
bama, born in 1830, and the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Barnes, who moved from one of the Carolinas to Alabama. In about 
1844 the family removed from Alabama to Arkansas, and the next 
year from that State to Dent County, where her father died in 1880. 
The mother is still living, and is eighty-four years of age. Her father 
and mother came from Ireland at an early day. Her father left home 
before she was born, and she never saw him. l\Irs. Martin's father 
was of Scotch origin. To Mr. and Mrs. Martin were born four sons 
and one daughter, all living: Eliza Jane, now Mrs. John Thomas 
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Watson; William T., John Westley, Francis Marion and George 
Washington, all of whom have had the best educational advantages. 
The youngest is a graduate of Dixon (Ill.) College. Since the war 
Mr. Martin has lived on his late farm, four miles north of Salem, 
and was the owner of 300 acres of land. He has just recently sold to 
his son-in-law. He dealt largely in stock, and is one of the county's 
most substantial citizens. He was formerly a Whig in politics, but of 
late years has bMn a Democrat, and his first presidential vote was 
cast for Zachary Taylor in 1848. He and wife have been members 
of the Baptist Church for many years, and are members in good 
standing. 

W. T. Martin, railroad and express agent of Salem, was born in 
Dent County, Mo., in 1855, being the son of William C. and Rachel 
Minerva (Barnes) Martin. William C. Martin was born in Roane 
County, Tenn., in 1826, and when a young man immigrated to Dent 
County, Mo. He was married here in 1852, and located four miles 
north of Salem, where he has since resided. He is the owner of 320 
acres of land, and is a successful farmer. His wife, Rachel M. 
(Barnes) Martin, was born in Lauderdale County, Ala., in 1830, and 
is the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Barnes, who were natives 
of Alabama, and who came to Dent County, 'Mo., in 1844, and located 
seven miles northeast of the county seat. Thomas Barnes died about 
1880, at the age of eighty, and his wife is yet living, and is eighty­
four years of age. To Mr. and Mrs. Marlin were born five children: 
Eliza J., wife of John T. Watson; William Thomas, John W" Fran­
cis M. and George W. William T. was educated at Salem Academy, 
and at the age of eighteen he began teaching, which profession he fol­
lowed for three terms in Dent County, Mo. He was reared and grew 
to manhood on the farm, making his home with his parents until 
twenty-one years of age. In 1877 he married Miss Amanda J. Goade, 
who was born in Crawford County, Mo., January 6, 1859, and who 
bore him six children: Charles E., Ernest E., Minnie M., Pearl, 
Mattie and Lee. In 1879 Mr. Martin and family came to Salem, 
where he teamed for two years for William James, hauling iron ore. 
In 1881 he commenced working for the St. Louis, Salem & Little 
Rock Railroad, now' Frisco Railroad, as assistant agent and assistant 
clerk for E. B. Sankey, superintendent of the same branch. For 
twenty months he was baggage and expreAs agent for the Salem 
branch, and in February, 1887, he was given his present position. He 
is a member of the A. O. U. W., and is a Democrat in politics, cast­
ing his first presidential vote for Tilden in 1876. 

Jordan Miner was born in Reynolds County, Mo., in 1829, and is 
the next to the youngest of a family of eight children, five of whom 
are living. He made the paternal roof his home until twenty-six 
years of age, and received what education he has in the old subscrip­
tion schools. About 1855 he went to California, and after working in 
the gold mines of that State for about. four years, returned to 
Dent County, Mo., and purchased the farm of 218 acres on which he 
is now residing. He has ninety acres under cultivation, and is con­
sidered one of the enterprising and successful farmers of the county. 
January 16, 1859, he was married to Miss Margaret E. p,arker, who 



1070 DENT COUNTY. 

was born in Franklin County, Mo., in 1840, and is a daughter of' 
David A. and Sarah Parker, who were of Irish and Dutch descent, 
respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Miner became the parents of eight children, 
only four of whom are now living. H. H. Miner, their oldest child, re­
mained with them until twenty-t.wo years of age. During that t.ime he 
advanced his education as far as it was possible in the common schools. 
After two years of wild adventure in the West, he returned, and be­
gan his studies in the Home College at Salem, which he had to leave 
several times to t.each school to secure means to defray his expenses. 
He began the study of the legal profession, was admitted to the bar 
April 2. 1888, and ran for circuit attorney in the same year, being 
defeated by a small majority. His office is with the Salem Monitor. 
Mr. Jordan Miner is a member of the County Wheel, and he and 
wife are members of the United Christian Church. His parents, Laban 
E. and Elizabeth (Moran) l\-IiDer, were born in Kentucky, about 1791, 
and died in Reynolds County, Mo., in 1863 and 1866, respectively. 
They were reared and married in their native Stat.e, and in 1818 immi­
grat.ed to Missouri, being among the pioneer cit,izens of Reynolds 
County. The father was of English and the mother of Irish descent. 

Samuel Morrison, hardware merchant and dealer in farming im­
plements at Salem, Mo., was born in Coshocton County, Ohio, in 
1839, being the son of William and Sarah (Kimberly) Morrison. 
William Morrison was born in Holmes County, Ohio, in 1807, and was 
of Scotch-Irish descent. He was a farmer by occupation, and died in 
Coshocton County, Ohio, in 1852. His wife, Sarah Kimberly, was 
born in Holmes County, Ohio, in 1809, and died in 1864. They were 
the parents of five children, two of whom are living. Samuel Mor­
rison was the eldest of this family. He remained on thefarm until 
eighteen years of age, when he went to Minnesota, and remained two 
years. From 1859 to 1860 he was part of the time in Iowa and part 
of the time in Dlinois. In December of the last named year he went 
to Vigo County, Ind., 'and was there at the breaking out of the war. 
April 17, 1861, he enlisted in Company H, Thirteenth Indiana In­
fantry Volunteers, and served for three years. He was in the fight at, 
Rich Mountain; was with McClellan on the Peninsula, Winchester, 
Mon'is Island, Jacksonville, Fla., Cold Harbor, siege of Petersburgh, 
Fort Fisher, Goldsbol'Ough, Raleigh, and was discharged at Indianap­
olis September 19. 1865. He was mustered out as captain of his COID­

pany the last eight months, but previous to that he was first lieuten· 
ant. During his service he was neither wounded nor captured. After 
the war he resided for two years in his native county, and then went 
to Missouri, and, locating in Salem, engaged as salesman in a store. 
In 1869 he was appointed deputy sheriff of Dent County, and served 
four years.. While filling that office he became a partner of Rufus 
Kenworthy in a hardware and tin shop, the firm title being Morrison 
& Kenworthy for thirteen years. In 1883 Mr. Kenworthy sold his 
interest to Mr. Morrison, 'and since that time Mr. Morrison has con­
ducted the bnsiness on his own responsibility. He was married in 
1872 to Miss Eliza R. Linsey, who was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
1852. An interesting family of five children were the fruits of this 
union: William S .. , Grace L., Clarence M., Guy W. and Carl T. Mr~ 



BIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX. 1071 

Morrison is a Republican in politics, is a member of the I. O. O. F., 
charter member, also a member of the G. A. R, and was one or the 
charter members. He and wife are members or the Presbyterian 
Church, and he is a member of the A. O. U. W., and a charter mem­
ber of the Select Knight,s. Samuel's grandfather, William Morrison, 
was a native of Virginia, and about the year 1801 he went to what is 
now Holmes County, Ohio. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, also in the. War of 1812; was first lieutenant of Adam ,Johnson's 
company; was mustered into service AuglUlt 25, 1812, and mustered 
out September 25 of the same year. In the "Val' of H)12 he wore a 
yellow hunting shirt, trimmed with whit.e fringe, and carried a trusty 
rifle, tomahawk and scalping knife. His company was called "The 
Mansfield Frontier." Samuel Morrison had two brothers, Marcus and 
John Morrison, in the army. Marcus was in Company G, Eightieth 
Indiana, and died of typhoid fever at Danville, Ky., in September, 
1863. John was a member of Company D, One Hundred and li'orty­
second Regiment, Ohio, and died of chronic dial'l'hma in the hospital 
at City Point, Va., in August, 1864. 

Ex-J udge }1'ranldin M. Moser. Foremost Hmong the ~nteI'pri8ing 
and successful farmers and stock raisers of .Sprillg Oreek Township 
stands the name of Judge Mosel', who was born in Independence 
County, Ark., in 18B8, and is the son of Eli and Maria (Bowen) 
Mosel', natives of North Carolina and Arkansas, l'or;pectively. 'When 
a young man Mr. Moser went to Arkansas, where he married Miss 
Bowen. He was married twice, and had seven children by hil:l first 
marriage and six by the last. He was a well-t.o-do farmer, and an 
enterprising citizen. '1'he mother tlied in 1848, and the father in 
] 860. Both were members of the Methodif:it Church. John Moser, 
grandfather of suhject, was a native of Gormany, and he and wif~ 
came to the United States Boon aftor the war, settling in North Ca.ro­
lina, but spent the last part 01 their days in Arkansas. Ex-Judge 
Franklin M. MOHer was educated in the COillrnon country schools of 
Arkansas, and was obliged to walk two 01' three miles in order to 
attend the same. At the age of twent.y-one he began for himself by 
farming, and at the breaking out of the late unpleasantness between 
the North and South, he enlisted in Company I, Eleventh Arkansas 
Volunteer Infantry, Confederate Army, and was in service until the 
close of the war. He was at the battles of Corinth, Iuka, siege of 
Vicksburg and Bakel" s Creek After the fall of Vicksblll'g he served 
in the transportation department; was in the battle of Jenkins' ]'(ll'ry 
and many skirmishes. He surrendered at Shreveport, La., in May, 
1865. He was wounded in the thigh at Corinth, was captured, and 
held prisoner for about six months on parole, and afterward was 
exchanged, and rejoined his regiment at Vicksbnrg, where he was 
again captured and paroled. He then started for home, but in about 
two months wa,s exchanged, and rejoined hi;; command nflar Camden, 
Ark. After the war he l'eturnecl home. Previous to the war, in 
1858, he married Miss Sarah A., daughter of Daniel and Margaret 
(Suminett) Mosel'. She was born in Tennessee, as were also her par­
ents, and afterward moved to Arkansas, where hei father clied in 
1857, and the mother in 1874. To Mr. Moser and wife wel'e born 
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13even children, four sons and three daughters, all living in Dent 
County. Mr. Moser lived in Arkansas until 1869, and then moved to 
Dent County, Mo., on Dry Fork Creek, ten miles north of Salem, 
where he resided until 1883, and then moved on his present farm, 
three miles northeast of Salem. He has an excellent farm of 230 
acres, 110 under cultivation, with good buildings and orchard, and 
nearly all his property is the result of his own labor. He improved a 
farm on Dry Fork and one in Arkansas. He is a natural mechanic, 
·and has worked at the trade of blacksmith, carpenter and mason. In 
1880 he was elected associate judge from the Second District; was 
re·elected in ] 882, and again in 1884, serving six years, and increas­
ing his majority each time. He is a Democrat politically, and his 
first presidential vote was for J. C. Breckinridge in 1860. He is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity, Salem Lodge No. 225, and has 
held offices as high as Senior Warden. He and wife are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; two of the children are mem­
bers of the same church, and one of the children is a member of the 
Baptist Church. 

Judge James Madison Orchard, postmaster of Sal Elm, was born in 
Washington County, Mo., and is the son of John and Rosanna (Ash. 
brook) Orchard. John Orchard was a native of Kentucky, born in 1801, 
;and was of Scotch-Irish descent. When eighteen years of age he im­
.migrated to Missouri, when that State was a Territory, and located in 
Washington County. Here he was married, and in 1847 ho came to 
Dent County, Mo., locating on the Meramec, and in 1850 settled on a 
farm six miles southeast of the county seat. He at first ownod 180 
. .acres, but has added to this 320 acres. He waR sheriff of Washington 
County, Mo., one term. He died in 1865. His wife, Rosanna (Ash­
brook) Orchard, was born in Washington County, Mo., in 1805, and 
,died in 1873. To them were born eight children, only' three now liv­
ing: Alexander H., George "\""'. and James M. The last named was 

·.educated in the common· schools of his native county, was reared on 
:;a farm, and in 1849 commenced teaching a four months' school, but 
when half through with the term resigned, and started to California 
to obtain his share of the hidden wealth in the "Eureka State." He 
went overland, it taking him six months to make the long and peril­
ous journey, and remained in that State until 1853, working in the 
mines, after which he returned East and became a citizen of Salem, 
Mo. He then engaged in merchandising, his father and his brother, 
William A., being partners. In 1854 Mr. Orchard was appointed post­
master, the name of the office being Dent Court-house, now Salem, 
and held the position until about 1858, he being the first postmaster 
.at that place. In November, 1856, Judge Orchard was married to Miss 
Martha E. Ware, nee Mitchell, daughter of Spencer Mitchell, who was 
one of the pioneer settlers of Texas County, Mo. Mrs. Orchard was 
born in Tennessee in 1829, and by her marriage became the mother 
of seven children : John M., assistant professor of mathematics at 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, ~:ld., and graduate of the same, ranked as 
lieutenant of the United States Navy; Albert E., who died in January, 
1888, at the age of twenty-six; Charles H., manager of Clark Mercan­
tile Co., of Salem, Mo.; Mary L., wife of Dr. C. A. Dunnavant, at 
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Kirkwood, Mo.; Julia R., wife of J. W. Simms, at West Plains, Mo.; 
William D., at Pueblo, Col., and Ruah. Judge Orchard continued 
in partnership with his father and brother until 1858, when the :firm 
sold to John W. Livesay, and in 1860 Judge Orchard became a part­
ner in a general store, but one yeal' later they boxed their goods and 
shipped them to St. Louis. Subsequently Judge Orchard sold his 
interest to Mr. Wheeling. In 1862 he began shoemaking, which 
occupation he follow~d until the fall of 1865, and after the war he 
commenced practicing law, having been admitted to the bar in 1855. In 
November, 1887, Judge Orchard was appointed by Postmaster-General 
W. F. Vilas to the position of postmaster at Salem, and this office he 
is now holding. He is one of the old citizens of Dent County, and is 
one of the influential and most esteemed members. For one year he 
was probate judge of Dent County, and was connty commissioner for 
a short. period. He is a life-long Democrat in his politics, casting his 
first presidential vote for Franklin Pierce in 1852. He is a Royal 
Arch Mason, and he and wife are members of the Missionary Baptist 
Church, of which he has been a member for forty-one years and a 
deacon for twelve years. Mrs. Orchard, by a pr(wiou8 marriage, 
became the mother of one child, Spencer H. Ware, who is circuit 
clerk of Shannon County, Mo. 

Charles H. Orchard, secretary, treasurer and general manager of 
the Clark Mercantile Company, at Salem, of which he is also a mem­
ber, was born in Salem, Mo., in 1860, and is the son of J. M. and 
Martha E. (Mitchell) Orchard. Charles H. Orchard was educated in 
the Snlem public schools, and at the age of sixteen began clerking in 
a stOrtl at that place. At the age of nineteen he began as book­
keeper and assistant manager at West Plaius, in the branch store of 
H. B. Clark & Bro. at that place, where he remained for two years. 
Then for two years he was salesman at Salem for tbe same firm. For 
about two years he was manager of their branch store at Cuba, and 
then returned to West Plains, where he became a partner of Hill & 
Co., successors to H. B. Clark & Bro. He remained there for a 
short time, or until h(~ began for the present :firm, which was organ­
ized September 1, IH88, as successors to A. H. & H. B. Clark. They 
are carrying a general stock of merchandise, with a capital stock of 
$15,000. Mr. Orchard was married in 1887 to Miss Alice M., daugh­
ter of Capt. F. L. and E. E. Withaup, and who was born near Richland, 
Mo. Her parents are now living in Sal(jm, Mo., and bel' father was 
captain in the United States army during the late war. Mrs. Orchard 
is a member of the Episcopal Church, and by her marriage became 
the mother of one chilC!. Mr. Orchard is a Democrat in his political 
principles, and his :first presidential vote was for Grover Cleveland in 
1884. He is a member of the A. O. U. W., West Plains Lodge, and is 
a member of the Baptist Church. 

Hon. John E. Organ, editor and publisher of the Salem Monitor, 
at Salem, Mo., was born in Champaign Connty, Ohio, April 7, 1838, 
and is the son of James and Amanda L. (Parry) Organ. James 
Organ is a nativA of the "Keystone State," born in l802, and was 
married in Ohio. He immigrated to \Yhite Connty, Ind., in 1848, 
and in 1858 moved to Dent County, Mo., where he now resides. 
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His wife, Amanda L. (Parry) Organ, was born in Augusta Oounty, 
Va., in 1810, and died in 1881. She was tho mother or seven chil­
dren, John E. being the second. He was educatEld in the common. 
schools of Indiana and Ohio, studying mathematics undElr a private 
instructor. He came with his parents to Dent County in 1858, and: 
during that year, and in 1859, followed the teacher's profession. 
In the last named year he was elected surveyor of Phelps Oounty, 
and served until the breaking out of the Oivil WIn', when, in 1861, he 
enlisted in a tletached cavalry company, Confederate States army, in 
the State Guard, and was second lieutenant of the same. At the 
end of six months he l'ecruited a company, or nearly so, and in March, 
1862, was captured and held prisoner six months, being exchanged at 
Vicksburg, where he enlisted in Company E, Eighth ltegiment Mis­
souri Infantry, and was made first sergeant of the company. He 
served until June, 1865, when he surrendered at Shreveport. La., 
under Kirby Smith. He was in the fights at Prairie Grove, Little 
Rock, Pleasant Hill, Jenkins' Ferry and others. After the war ho re­
turned to teaching. and followed this for several terms. August 20, 
1867, he married Miss Martha L. Burkitt, a native of PhEllps County, 
Mo., born June 14, 1843. This union resulted in the birth of four 
children: Minnie, James B., Perry and Daisy E. In 1873 Mr. 
Organ bought the Salem lJilonitor, and Las since been its publisher. 
In 18',4 he was elected to the State L8gislatnre by the Democratic 
party; in 1878 was again elElcted, and still again in 1884. In 
1880 he was an elector for the Eleventh Congressional District, on 
the National ticket, for Hancock and English. In 1886 his name 
was presenteq to the Democratic Convention, Tw(mty-second Sena­
torial District, for nomination to the State Senate, against five 
competitors, but he was defeated after a protracted campaign of 
nearly four months, two dead-locked conventions, and more than 
800 ballots, only lacking one vote of a nomination on several, and 
but for the treachery of one delegate he would have been successful. 
:NIl'. Organ is a very extensive land-holder, owning about 40,000 
acres, and has also considerable interest in iron mines, and large 
property in Salem. Mr. Organ is a man well posted politically, 
better, perhaps, than any other man in Dent County; he is an able 
writer. a practical newspaper man, and one of the most influential 
men of Dent Oounty. He is a member of the A. O. U. W. 

Jesse B. Pemberton, farmer and merchant of Stone Hill, Mo., is 
a native of Wilson County, Tenn., born in 1821. His father, Richard 
Pemberton, was born in Virginia about 17H3, and resided in his nati ve 
State until his removal to Tennessee, where he met and married Miss 
Nancy Glasby, who was born in that State about 1808. Subsequently 
they moved to Saline County, Ill., where they spent the remainder of 
their days, dying in 1881 and 1874, respectively. 'l'en of their twelve 
children grew to maturity, Jesse B. being the third child. He resid­
ed under the paternal roof until he attained his majority, and was 
then married to Miss Man Womack, a native of North Carolina, born 
in 1817. She was a daughter of William and Abigail Womack, and 
became the mother of six children, five of whom are living: Levi T., 
Eliza J. (wife of George Harrison), J. Brown, John W. and Marthac 
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A. (wife of Thomas McGee). The mother of these children died in 
1875, awl the following year Mr. Pemberton espoused Miss Ruthie 
S. Yonng, a daughter of Green D. and 1\1ary Young, born in Illinois 
in 1833. He has a good farm of 203 acres, on which he has resided 
since 1866, and has seventy acres under cultivation. The farm is well 
supplied with good running wat,er, and is provided with good build­
ings and a good pearing orchard. In 1875 Stone Hill post-office was 
established, and he was appointed postmaster, which position he has 
held up to the present time. In 1884 he opened a general store on a 
small scale, but his efforts in this line have met with such good suc­
cess that he now does an annual business of $4,000. He is a strong 
Prohibitionist, and has held the office of justice of the peace of Dent 
County ten years, and is a Royal Arch Mason. 

Levi T. Pemberton, farmer and stock raiser of Linn Township, 
was born in -Wilson County, Tenn., November 80, 1846, and is a son 
of Jesse B. PembArton, whose sketch appears in this work. He is the 
second of six children, and made his parents' house hiH home until 
twenty-five years of age, when he began the bat.tle of life for himH(,>lf, 
and on February 20, 1873, was united in marriage to Miss Mary Hol­
man, who was born in Dent Oounty, Mo., Octoher 27, 1847. Her 
parents, -William and Nancy Holman, who were natives of Overton 
County, Tenn., came to Missouri about 1845, and were among the 
first settlers of the Meramec Valley, in Linn Town;;hip. Soon after 
his marriage Mr. Pemberton located on a farm in Meramec rrownHhip, 
but at the end or nine years moved to the farm of 284 acres on which 
he now resides. It i::J one of the best in the Moramec Valley, and 100 
acres are under good cultivation. He has always been H highly re­
spected citizen, and in his political views iH H Democrat, and if! abo a 
member of the ordm' of Good Templars. He and wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

John rr. Pettigrew, of Dent County, Mo., was born in Monroe 
County, E. Tenn., in U:l82, being a SOli of Ebonezer and Lucinda 
(Smith) Pettigrew, both of whom were born in Georgia about 1795. 
The father was of Irish descent, and died in MOIll'oe County, Tenll., 
in 1839, leaving a wife and seven children to mourn his loss. About 
six years after his death his widow gave up housekeeping, and in 18[)2 
immigrated with five children to Washington County, Mo., where Rhe 
was joined by her two other children in 1854 and 1878, respectively. 
The eldest son died in 1888, and the mother in Dent Oounty, Mo., in 
1875. Owing to the early death of his father, J oha T. 'Pettigrew 
received but little schooling, and since twelve years of age has fought 
the battle of life for himself. He has always made farming his chief 
calling in life, and December 25, 1855, was married to Miss Mary 
Brown, who was born in Washington County, Mo., in ]839, and died 
in Dent County in 185(1, eleven months after her marriage. In June. 
1859, Mr. Pettigrew, married his second wife, whose maiden name was 
Isabelle McGee. She was born in Tennessee in 1831, and is a daugh­
ter of ,John and Margaret McGee. She died on the 14th of August, 
1884, having borne a family of five children, three of whom are living: 
John Y., Albert B. and Ida L., all of whom reside with their father. 
When Mr. Pettigrew's first wife died he went to his father's birth-place 
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in Georgia, but returned home in 1859, and was married to his second 
wife, locating soon afterward on the farm of 235 acres on which he 
now resides. He gave his eldest son forty acres, and has 195 acres 
left, 100 of which are under cultivation. He was one of the pioneers 
'Of Dent County, and resides six miles south of the county seat. In 
18tH he enlisted in the rebel army, in Company G, First Regiment, 
Seventh Division, of the Missouri State Guard, and participated in the 
battles of Oak Hill and Dry Wood. After serving four months he was 
taken prisoner near Lexington, Mo., and by taking a pledge to remain 
neutral during the war was discharged and came home. He is a 
Democrat in politics, and although not a member of any church, is a 
believer in the Christian faith. 

George W. Powell, manager of the Midland Blast Furnace Com­
pany's store, at Hawkins, since August 27,1881, and son of Joseph E. 
and Cynthia A. (Elliott) Powell, was born in Crawford County, Mo., 
in 1852. The parents were born in North Carolina and Tennessee, re­
spectively, were married in Tennessee, lJ10ved to Central Illinois, 
where they remained until about 1844, and then came to Crawford 
Connty, Mo. Here the father died in 1872, at the age of sixty-five, 
and the mother died in 1880, at the age of sixty-four or sixty-five. 
The father was a successful tiller of the Boil, and improved a good 
farm in Steel ville Valley. He and wife were members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, for many years. Of their twelve children, 
nine sons and three daughters, George W. Powell was the tenth. He 
attained his growth on the farm, and received his education in the 
'common schools and in Steelville Academy. At the age of nineteen 
he began teaching, and followed this occupation for nine or ten years 
in Crawford, Washington, Phelps, Texas and Gasconade Counties, 
meeting with good success. The last two years he was principal of 
Cuba School, and during vacation he clerked, etc., until he came to 
his present position. He and his brother, Benjamin F., recently 
established a store at Cook Station, which is now in charge of the latter. 
Mr. Powell has a farm of 200 acres in Norman Township, nearly all 
the result of his own industry and hard work. He was married May 
9, 1882, to Miss Mary A., daughter of David and Lucinda Bressie. 
The father died in Tennessee, while in the Union army, bnt the mother 
is still living in Dent County. To Mr. and Mrs. Powell were born 
three children. Mr. Powell is a Democrat in politics, his first presi­
·dential vote being for Greeley in 1872, and his wife is a member of 
the Baptist Church. Mr. Powell had two brothers in the Confederate 
ll.rmy: Henry E., who was captured at Big Blue, and died in the St. 
Louis Hospital, and German H., who died in Little Rock, Ark., while 
'in service. He was a chaplain, and died soon after the battle of 
Prairie Grove, in.,which he participated. Mr. Powell is postmaster at 
'Condray post-office. 

John Reynolds Ray, watch. maker, jeweler and dealer in general 
tnerchandise at Salem, was born in Henderson County, Tenn., in 1843, 
and is the son of James H. and Elizabeth (Wallace) Ray, and grand­
Bon of Robert Ray. James H. Ray was born in Orange County, N. C., 
in 1812, and was of Irish descent. When young he went to Hender­
son County, West Tenn., with his father, and was here married. In 
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1846 he immigrated to Dent County, Mo., and located one-haH mile 
north of Salem, where he resided until 1852, when he settled fOllr 
miles west of the county seat. He died in 1883. The mother is yet 
living. She was born in Orange County, N. C., in 1818, and is now 
residing on the old home place. They were the parents of twelve 
children, nine of whom are now living. John R. Ray was the fifth 
child in the order of birth, and was only three years of age when he 
came with his parents to Dent COllnty, Mo. He was reared in this 
county, and February 25, 1864, he enlisted in Company E, One Hun­
dred and Twenty-second negiment Il1inois Infantry, and was dis­
charged November 4, 1865, at Vicksburg, Miss. In the fight at 
Tupelo, Miss., he /Vas wounded in the right hand. He was 
also in the battles of Nashville and ]'ort Blakely. He received his 
primary education in the common schools of Dent County, and after­
the war attended the public schools in Salem. In IBM he entered 
the teacher's profession, and followed this ten terms, all in Dent 
County, his lowest wages being $30 per month and the bighest $40 
per month, his terms being all four months each. He met with good 
success, never teaching in a district but what he was offered the same 
school a second time, four schools two terms each. November 11, 1868, 
he married Miss Jane Dill, a native of Wayne County, Tenn., born in 
1842, and the daughter of Alfred Dill. To this union were born two 
children: Lolo and Bennie. Mr. nay followed farming until February, 
1874, and then worked at the carpenter's trade until 1877. He then 
commenced working at the watch-maker's and jeweler's business, and 
in 1885 added groceries. In 1887 he added dry goods, and at present 
carries a good stock of each, being one of the leading business men of 
Salem. He is a Democrat in politics; was a member of the city coun­
cil two years, and was city clerk one year. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and he and wife and children are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, he having been a member for ten 
years, and for nine years has been a member of the official board. 

Ransom Reddick, of Dent County, Mo., was born in Weakley 
County, Tenn., in 1830, and is the son of David and Mary B. (Mar­
tin) Reddick, who were born in South and North Carolina in 1789 
and 1794, and died in Dent County, Mo., in 1851 and 1884, respect. 
ively. The father was of Dutch descent, and came to Missouri iII, 
December, 1837, where he spent the remainder of his days. Mrs. 
Reddick made her home with her son nanl>om after his marriage, 
and from early womanhood was a member of the Baptist Ohurch. All 
of her ten children grew to maturity, and Ransom is bel' ninth child. 
He has resided in Missouri since his seventh year, and made his home 
with his parents until bis father's death, and two years later was mar­
ried to Miss Susan W. Inman, who was born in Williamson County, 
Tenn., in 1835, and is a daughter of Ezekiel and Lillie Inman, who 
came to Missouri in 1839. To Mr. and Mrs. Reddick two children 
were born, James W. being the only one living. He is married, re­
sides"with his parents, and tills the home farm. In July, 1862, Mr. 
Reddick enlisted in Company E, Missouri Infantry, and served as a 
private for about two years, when he returned home, and was engaged 
in farming and mining in Phelps County one year. He then gave 
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the whole of his attention to farming and stock l'alsmg until 1871, 
when he came to Salem, and was engaged in hauling iron ore for two 
years. From that time until 1879 he farmed in Phelps County, and 
at the latter date returned to Salem, and kept a boarding house in con­
nection with his teaming. Since 1880 he has resided on his present 
farm, which now consists of 179 acres, with 110 acres under cultiva­
tion. His land is well improved, with good buildings, and he has just 
erected a barn 30x50 feet. His wife is a member of the Cht'istian 
Church, and he is a Democrat, and cast hi8 first presidential vote for 
Buchanan. 

Duncan Robertson, farmer and stock raiser of Current Township, 
Dent Co., ThIo., is a Scotchman, born in 1858, and i::. the son of Peter 
Robertson, who was also born in Scotland, in 1827, and died in Mis­
souri January 3, 1886, whither he had come in 1808. He was a 
farmer and stock raiser, and was married in his native country to Miss 
Margaret McLachlan, whose birth occurred in J880. She is yet liv­
ing, and resides in Texas County, Mo., with bel' son Peter. Duncan 
Robertson is thA fifth of ten children, and lived with his parents un­
til twenty-two years of age, receiving about four years of schooling 
in his native land, and about the same in the United States. After 
starting out in life for himself he b8gan working on tho grade of the 
lYIemphis Railroad, being made overseer of a gang of m8n, and by 
economy and industry aecumulated sufficient means to enable him 
to purchasQ the farm of 124 acres where he now resides. He has 
sixty acres well improved, with good buildings and a thrifty young 
ore'hard. He is an industrious and enterprising citizen, and is an 
accommodating neighbor. He has always been a Democrat in politics, 
and March 7, 1886, was married to Miss Nancy Stubbs, who was born 
in Tennessee in 1868, by whom he has one child. MI.·s. Robertson is 
a daughter of Andrew J. and Malinda StubllA. 

Eben Blachley Sankey, division superintendent of Salem Branch 
of the' Frisco Line, with residence at Salem, and superintendent of the 
Missouri Iron Company's mines, in Dent. County, is a native of New 
Castle, Penn., where he was born in 1887, being the son of Ezekiel 
and Sarah (Jones) Sankey, and grandson of Maj. Ezekiel Sankey, 
who was born in Mifflin County, Penn., in 1772, and moved to Law­
rence County, of the same State, in 1798, being one of the first set­
tlers of vVestern Reserve Harbor. He was sheriff of Mercer County; 
was a man of sterling integrity and great influence. He died in 1818. 
Maj. Ezekiel Sankey, Jr., was born near New Castle, Penn., in 1806, 
and at the age of sixteen hired out to work on a farm at $6 per month, 
taking his pay in store trade as he needed it, and working thus for 
three years. At the age of nineteen he began serving an apprentice­
ship at the shoemaker's trade, which occupation he followed some 
five years. He ran the first canal·boat, the "Alpha," between New 
Castle and Beaver, in 1834. One year later he erected the first ware­
house in New Castle, and the same year was elected major of a volunteer 
battalion of l\lercer County, and served several years. He was engaged 
as contractor on public works of several States, among which w@re the 
New York & Erie Railroad, the Pennsylvania Railroad, Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad, Sandy & Beaver Canal in Ohio, and subsequently fig-
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ured prominently in projecting the Pittsburg & Erie Railroad. In 
1861 he. entered the employ of the United States Government in re­
pairing railroads that had been destroyed by rebels. He was engaged 
in merchandising for a few years in New Castle, and was at one time 
proprietor of the old" Mansion House." In 1863 and 1864 he was 
proprietor of the Leslie House. Maj. Sankey was a man of decidedly 
progressive ideas, and always took an earnest and active interest in all 
matters pertaining to the improvement and upbuilding of his sur­
roundings. He was a man of more than ordinary talent, had great 
originality and inventive powers, of unusoally clear discernment and 
remarkable shrewdness, which elements, combined with irrepressible 
will and energy, revealed the secret of his success. To these charac­
teristics must be added his genial, social nature and his open. hearted 
benevolence. He was married in 1832 to Miss Sarah S. Jones, and 
they reared ten children. Mrs. Sankey died September 11, 1861, and 
Maj. Sankey died Novembel,' 20, 1888. Eben B. Sankey was educated 
in the public schools in New Castle, Penn., and as early as 1854 en­
gaged in railroad work, first as chainman and afterward as rodman 
and assistant engineer. until 1857. Railroad building for a period 
being nearly suspended, he followed various other pursuits, until 
1862, when he was employed as assisi.ant engineer in the construction of 
the New Castle & Beaver Valley Railroad from New Oastle to Home­
wood, continuing with the company as engineer and road master until 
1865, when, the oil excitement being at its height, he resigned and 
went to Petroleum Oenter, Venango 00., Penn., where he opened and 
carried on for about two years a land surveying office. In 1868-69 
he superintended the building of the Etna Iron Furnaces, at New 
Castle, Penn., and in 1869-70 the Vigo Furnace, in Terre Haute, Ind. 
In 1870-71 he built the Hubbard Branch of the Ashtabula & Youngs­
town Railroad. On September 29, 18u8, he married Miss Julia E. 
Woodward, of Taunton, Mass., who by her marriage became the 
mother of four children: Bessie P., Paul H., Ruth V. and Eben 
Wallace. In February, 1872, Mr. Sankey moved from New Oastle, 
Penn., to Missouri, for the purpose of taking charge, as chief engin­
eer, of the construction of the St. Louis, Salem & Little Rock Rail­
road, completing the same in July, 1873. After this he was general 
freight agent of the same up to February, 1879, at which time he be­
{Jame superintendent and general freight agent. He continued in this 
service until December 1, 1886, when the road was purchased by the 
St. Louis & San Francisco Railway Company, and afterward operated 
by it as the "Salem Branch," he being appointed division superin­
tendent of same, which position he now (1889) occupies. From 1873 
to the present time he has been superintendent of the Missouri Iron 
Company's ore mines, opening up the Simmons Mountain, Jamison, 
Preston & Clark mines, of Dent County, and the Smith & Clinton 
mines, of Phelps County. For the past eight years Mr. Sankey has 
been president of Dent Iron Company. He moved to Salem in 1874, 
and is one of the influential citizens of the county. He is a Repub­
lican in politics; is chairman of the Republican Connty Oommittee, a 
member of the school board and city alderman. ..1e was a delegate 
to the Republican National Convention which met at Ohicago, Ill., in 
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1884, from the Eleventh Congressional Distl'ict, and was one of five 
from Missouri who voted for James G. Blaine on the first ballot, con­
tinuing to do so until nominated. He is a Mason, and a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Sankey is first cousin to Ira D. San­
Key, the noted singer of Moody and Sankey fame. lVII's. Sankey is a 
devoted Episcopalian. 

Joseph Y. Shults was born in Henry County, Mo., in 1842, and 
is a son of Jacob and Mary (Young) Shults, who were born in Ken­
tucky and Missouri in 1802 and 1808, and died in 1867 and 1848, re­
spectively, the former's death occurring in tohe State of Arkansas. 
He was of Dutch descent, a farmer by occupation, and came to Mis­
souri when about seventeen years of age. Joseph Y. Shults, when 
four years of age, was left without a mother to care for him. He con­
tinued to make his home with his fatber until about sixteen years of 
age, when he began tbe battle of life for bims81f, working on a farm, 
and received $8 pel' month for his services. He continued to follow 
agricultural pursuits until 1863, when he enlisted in Company A, 
Eleventh Regiqlent Missouri Cavalry, United States Army, and 
served until June 5, 1865, when be received his discharge. He tben 
returned to Dent County, Mo., and AugHl:lt 7, 1867, was united in 
marriage to Miss America Nelson, wbo was born in Dent County, Mo., 
February 2, 1848, by whom be became the father of eleven children, 
all living: Reuben 0., Emma E., Henry J-., Joseph M., Elisha M., 
Lewis A., Mary L., Walter C., Effie M., Spurgeon R and Haden L. 
Mr. Shults has resided on his present farm of 253 acres ever since his 
marriage, and has about 100 acres or his farm under cultivation, on 
which are a good orcbard, a residence and out-buildings. He is an en­
terprising citizen of the county, and what education be bas was ac­
quired in Dent County in the primitive log school-house of early 
times. He is a member of the County Wheel, and in his political 
views is a Republican, and cast his first presidential vote for Lincoln. 
He and wife are members of the Missionary Baptist Church. 

John L. Skeeters is a farmer of Dent County, Mo., and was born 
in East Tennessee in 1820, being a son of William and Mary (Legg) 
Skeeters, who were born in Kentucky and Tennessee in 1791 and 1800, 
and died in Texas and Alabama in 1883 and 1845, respectively. The 
father was a farmer, and carpenter by trade, and came to Missouri 
from Alabama in 1871, but from 1880 until his death resided in the 
"Lone Star State." John L. Skeeters was the second of their twelve 
children, and resided with his parents until he attained his majority, 
receiving bis education in the country schools, and then came to Mis­
sOUl'i, but a year later returned to Alabama. In 1849 be was married 
to Miss Susan McCoren, who was born in tbat State in 1831, and is a 
daughter of Isaac and Rebecca McOoren. To them were born ten 
children, six of whom are living: William I., Elizabeth (wife of Joe 
Nelson), Samuel W., Martha C. (wife of Henry Duckworth), Vickie 
(wife of William Tune) and Dora. In 1852 MI'. Skeeters removed 
from Alabama to Missouri, and entered forty acres of land in Dent 
County, whicb he has since increased to 750 acres, with 175 acres 
under cultivation, well improved with good buildings and orchard. 
He is a Democrat in politics, and about 1854 was elected justice of the 
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peace, in which capacity he served twelve years, and was afterward 
ele-cted again, and served four years, filling the duties of that office in 
a very creditable manner. He and wife are worthy members of the 
Baptist Church. 

Erasmus B. and William F. Smith, blacksmiths and wagon manu­
facturers of Salem, Mo. E. B. ~mith was born in Washington 
County, Mo., May 19, 1847, and is a son of Benjamin F. and Emily 
(Wells) Smith, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of 
Kentucky, born in 1813 and 1817, respectively. They were married 
in Kentucky in 1833, and removed from there to Washington County, 
Mo., in 1840, where the father was killed by falling in machinery in 
the saw-mill in 1860. He was a blacksmith, a farmer also, and ran 
a saw-mill, and was postmaster at Rock Springs at the time of his 
deatb. He owned a good farm, and was an industrious, honest man. 
He was a member and an active supporter of the Christian Church, as 
was also his wife. Erasmus B. was one of fourteen children, ten of 
whom lived to be grown. He was reared in Washington County, edu­
cated in t.h(-l common schools, and was but. t.hirteen yeaTs of age when 
his fath~r died. He was then the eldest son at home, and the main sup­
port of the family devolved upon him, which deprived him of further 
schooling until about grown, when he spent a few months in school 
at his own expense. At the age of abont eighteen he began for him­
self working on a farm, and in 1868 he went to New York, where he 
took passage for California, being twenty-four days in making the 
trip. He there learned his trade, and returned home in 1860, where 
the next. year he married Miss Margaret Ann Griffith, daughter of 
Thomas and Samh Griffith, both natives of Wales, but who came to 
the United States when young, living in Cincinnati, Ohio, for awhile, 
and then moved to Washington County, Mo., where they are both now 
living. Mrs. Smith was bom in Cincinnati, and by her union to Mr. 
Smith beearne the mother of two children, both sons. The same 
year of his marriage Mr. Smith returned by rail to California, where 
he worked at his trade until 1875, when he went t,o Nevada. From 
there he went to Washington County, Mo., in 1876, and ran a shop 
at Palmer until 1878, when he moved to Dent County, and farmed 
until 1884, when he sold his farm and movfld to Salem. He hero 
established his present business, in company with John Gunnett, and 
in 1885 Mr. Gunnett sold to Mr. Smith's nephew, William F. Smith, 
who is his present partner, and they have since had a flUccessful busi­
ness, with a capital of about $1,500. In the year 1887 they sold 
thirty-eight wagons, all their own work. MI'. Smith has a good home 
in Salem, all the result of his hard work and good management. He 
also has one-third interest in the house of Smith, Tennyson & Ramsey, 
at Salem, with a stock of about $3,000. Politically a Democrat, his 
:first presidential vote was fOT Seymour in 1868. He is a member 
of the Masonic fratel'llity, Lodge No. 225, took degrees in 1869, and 
he and wife are consistent members of the Christian Church. Will­
iam F. Smith is tbe son of \Villiam S. Smith, who is the eldest brother 
of Erasmus B. Smith_ William S. Smith was born in Kentucky in 
1834, and came with his parents to Washington County when a boy. 
There he married, and with the exception of a few years before the 

67 
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wal', when he was pngaged in saw-milling in Dent County, has 
lived there all his life. He is a farmer, a blacksmith, and has been 
justice of the peace for many years. William F. Smith was born in 
Washington County, January 21, 1860; was l'eared on a farm and 
educated in the common schools. He learned his trade at the age of 
seventeen, which he has since followed principally. He is a Demo­
crat in politics, and his first presidential vote was cast for Grover Cleve­
land in 1884. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the I. 
O. O. F. lodge. His mother, Emily (Simpson) Smith, is the daugh­
ter of Joseph Simpson, a native of Kentucky. William F. is one or 
four suns and five daughters born to his parents. His father is a 
member of the Christian Church, and his mother of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

William Sparks, 11 wealthy agriculturist and Rtock raiser of Dent 
County, Mo., has resided on his present fine farm of 440 acres since 
his marriage, which took place in 1875. He has 120 acres under cul­
tivation, and is now completing a large, two-story frame residence at 
a cost or $1, 500. He has a thrifty orchard of 700 trees, and is consid­
ered one of the successful farmers of tho county. He was born in 
·Wilkos County, N. c., in 1846, and when twonty-nine years of age 
was married to Miss Sarah J. Shirley, who was born in Dent County, 
Mo., January 15, 1849, a daughter of Jacob and Lneinda Shirloy, both 
of whom died when Mrs. Sparks was quite young. She is the mother 
of six children, and is a momb8l' of the Mflthodist Episcopal Church. 
Mr. Sparks has always been a Democrat in politics, and is a son of 
Reuben and Blineld (Gray) Sparks. who were born in Wilkes County, 
N. C., about 1812 and 1829, rospectivoly. Tho father was of Gorman 
descent, a farmer by occupation, and in 18tJ8 immigratod with his 
family to Dent County, 1\10., wherfl hfl diod in 188]. Ho and wife 
bocame the parents of tfln children, eight of whom are living. Six 
1'osido in Dent County, ono in Douglas County, and one in Kansas. 

Capt. William T. Stepp, an enterprising f'armor and stock raiser 
of Spring Creek Township. was born in Clark County, Ill., in 1841, 
and is the son of Samuel and Parthena (Smith) Stepp, who were born 
near Loxington, Ky. They wore married in Clark County, Ill., and 
here they both died, the father when William T. was two years of age, 
and tho mother when he was soven yo aI'S old. '1'ho mother was mar­
ried three timos, her first husband being Mr. Sheapley, and her last 
husband a Mr. Porter. Mr. Stepp was a farmer by oecupation, and 
the only child born to his union was William T. Stepp, who, after the 
death of his parents, livod with his hajf·brothm· until twelve years of 
age. He thon began as a cabin boy, cook, otc., on the Mississippi, 
and there continued for two yeal·s. He then learned the plastorer's 
trade at Teno Haute, Ind., which he followod thore until the break­
ing out of tho war. He then onlistod in Company H, 'rhirteenth Indi­
ana Volunteor Infantry, Union Army, sOl"ving one year as a private, 
one year as a eorporal, and about one year as duty sergoant. In De­
cember, 1864, he was made captain of Company E, of tho same regi­
ment, which he commanded until Soptomber, 1865. Ho was discharged 
at Goldsborough, N. C., aftor over four and a half years of sorvice. He 
was in tho fight at Rich Jtlonntain, Winchoster, Malvorn Hill, Poters-
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burg and vicinity, was at Charleston, Morris Island, etc., his regiment 
being in twenty-two regular engagements. He was also at Cold Har­
bor, and Forts Darling and Fisher. He was wounded in the left arm 
at Cold Harbor, June 1, 1864, and this has left him a cripple for life, 
but he was only off duty about sixty days, when he was commissioned 
captain. He made his home at Terre Haute, Ind., until 1867, when 
he came to Dent County, and taught school that winter. The next 
year he and Perry Barricklow, an army comrade, founded the Salem 
Monitor, which our subject was connected with for about eighteen 
months. In the meantime, in 1868, he was elected collector and sher­
iff of Dent County. and re-elected in 1870, holding the office four 
years with credit. In 1869 he married MiHs Mary J. James, daughter 
of Stephen C. and Keziah James, formerly of 'l'ennessee, but early set­
tlerfl of Wayne County, Mo. '{'hey came to Dent County about 1846 
or 1847, where Mrs. Stepp was born, and here the father died in No­
vember, 1869, and the mother in January, 1870. To Mr. Stepp and 
wife were born four children, one son and three daughters. In 1873 
MI'. Stepp was made business manager of a stock company which 
founded the lYestern Success .at Salem, which he controlled until after 
the campaign of 1876, and in 1877-78 he was deputy collector of in­
ternal revenue for the Second (now the First) District; of Missouri. 
In 1871:1 Mr. Stepp was appointed gauger for the same district, hold­
ing the pORition until chango of administration in ] 885. Since then 
he has devoted his time and attention to farming. Mr. Stepp has 
lived on his present farm, which consists of 327 acres, 110 under cul­
tivation, since 1878, and has made a success of farming. He is polit­
ically a Hepublican, and his first preHidential vote was. for Abraham 
Lincoln in 18134. He is a member of the I. O. O. F., Salem Lodge 
No. 118, is a member of the G. A. H., and also a member of the Agri­
~ultural Wheel. 

VV. Andmw Sturgeon, a prominent agriculturist of Watkins Town­
ship, and a 8ncc("ssful stock dealer, was born in Lauderdale County, 
Ala., in 184,1:1, his parents, .J ohn N. and Ersly J. (Howard) Sturgeon, 
both being natives of Lauderdale County, Ala., born about 1827 and 
18~8, respectively. They remained in their native county until about 
1852, then removed to Arkansas, and a year lat.er to Dent County, 
Mo. He here settled in the woods, improved a farm, and here the 
father died in 1880. The mother is still living on the old farm, and 
is a member of the Baptist Church. W. Andrew Sturgeon is the eldest 
of seven children, three sons and two daughters now living, and re­
ceived his education at Lake Spring Seminary. He began for himself 
at the age of eighteen by renting land of his father, and in March, 
1873, he married Miss Lizzie, daughter of Bluford and Julia Arthur, 
natives of Kentucky and Pennsylvania, respectively. Both the father 
and mother came to Missouri at a very early day. After marriage 
Mr. Arthur, (father of subject's wife,) settled in Dent County, where 
he died before the war. The mother is still living in Dent County. 
To Mr. Sturgeon and wife were born four children, all living_ Mr. 
Sturgeon has been a resident of Watkins Township from early boy­
hood, and for fifteen years in the neighborhood of his present farm. 
He has about 600 acres of land, 200 under cultivation, and is one of 
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the stirring, wide·a-wake farmers of the township. He has been en­
gaged in farming and stock raising all his life, and has been very suc­
cessful at the same. He is a member of the Agricultural Wheel, and 
is a Democrat in his political views, casting his first presidential vote 
Tor S. J. Tilden in 1876. 

Edward Swiney. In every calling in life, whether of a commer­
cial, agricultural or professional nature, there are always some men 
who attain the highest round in the ladder of· success, and Mr. 
Swiney may be menti(med as one of those men, for he has not only 
attained considerable or this world's goods, but he has won the con­
fidence, esteem and respect of all with whom he has come in contact. 
He was born in Washington County, Mo., December ~5, 1829, and is 
one of six surviving members of a family of nine children born to the 
marriage of John Swiney andElizaboth Higbley. They were born in 
Kentucky and Virginia in 1803 and 1805, respectively. The rat.hor 
was a forgeman by trade, and helped to make the first iron ever made 
in Missouri, at what is known as Massas Iron Works. He was of 
Irish descent, and died in the city of Chihauhau in 1848, while serv­
ing in the Mexican Wa1·. His widow resides in Iron County, Mo., 
with her daughter, Mrs. Susan Thomas. Edward Swiney, the imme­
diate subject of this sketch, resided with his parentH until eighteen 
years of age, when he enlisted in the Mexican War, in Company D, 
Third Regiment Missouri Mounted Volunteers, being mustered into 
service on May 8, 1847, receiving his discharge October 19, 1848. 
While in the service he was t.hrown from a horse and injured his left 
arm, which has been practically useless ever since. In 1851 he was 
united in marriage to MiRS Susan Thompson, who was born in Wash­
ington Count.y, Mo., in March, 1828, by whom he is the father of 
eight children: Elizabeth and Ellen (doceased), Julia A., John M., 
James H., Isaiah N., Edward L. and Thomas D. At the time of 
Mr. Swiney's marriage he located on a farm in Washingt.on County, 
where he resided until 1857, when he moved to Dent County, where 
he owns· 280 acres of land, with sixty-five under cultivation. He 
also owns 660 acres in Shannon County. In 1878 he was elected jus­
tice of the peace of Sinking Township by the Democratic part.y, HI­

ceiving all but one vote, and filled this position four terms of two years 
each. In 1882 he was elected county judge of his district, being re­
elected in 1884. His wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and is a daughter of Morgan and Nancy Thompson. 

Dr. D. P. Thurber, physician and surgeon for Sligo Furnace Co. 
since March, 1887, and general practitioner, was born in Moundsville, 
W. Va., in 1849, being the son of N. U: and Mary A. (Pickard) Thur­
ber, natives of New York and Ohio, respectively. They were married 
in the last named State, and in about 1844 or 1845 they removed to 
West Virginia, where they remained until about 1869 or 1870, when 
they came to Wayne County, Mo., and here the father died in 1880. 
In early life he followed merchandising at Moundsville, and in about 
1847 or 1848 he invented a grain fanning-mill, which was a profitable 
and successful invention. After this for several years he was engaged 
in their manufacture in South Carolina and Tennessee. After his re­
moval to Missouri he carried on farming and stock raising. About 
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1862 he joined the Twelfth Virginia as regimental quartermaster, in 
the United States army, afterward brigade quartermaster, remaining 
as such until the close of the war, in the Army of the Potomac. His 
father was an Englishman, and settled in Long Island in early days. 
Our subject's mother died in Ohio in 1884, where she moved after the 
death of her husband. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and he of the Baptist. He was married twice. Dr. D. P. 
Thurber was one of three children, two sons and one daughter, born 
to his father's second marriage. He was educated in Moundsville 
Academy, and at the age of nineteen began the study of medicine in 
Moundsville, W. Va., graduating from Missouri Medical Oollege, at 
St. Louis, in 1870, afteJ; a two years' course. He began near Mounds­
ville, ·W. Va., where he practiced for some time, and since then has prac­
ticed in Ohio, Missouri and Texas, meeting with great success. In 1879 
he was married at New Alexandria, Ohio, to Miss Anna Ohilton, a na­
tive of Pennsylvania, and the daughter of William and Louisa Chilton. 
Mr. Chilton died when his daughter was quite small. To the Doctor 
and wife were born six children. Dr. rrburber came to Sligo Furnace 
in 1887. He has been considerable of a traveler in his day, and he 
and a brother were in the fruit business in New York City for a short 
time. During the war, and when but fourteen years of age, he en­
listed in Oompany A, Fourteenth Virginia Oavalry, and served until 
the termination of hostilities. He is a Democrat in politics, casting 
his first presidential vote for Lincoln in 1864, and is a member of 
the A. O. U. W. 

John Emery Watson. Prominent. among the enterprising farmers 
and stock raisers or Short Bend Township stands the name of the 
above mentioned gentleman, who was born in Prince George County, 
Md., in 1825. His parents were William C. and Mary (Gibbons) 
Watson, both probably natives of Prince George County, Md. The 
father was born in 17H4, was married there, and there the mother died 
when her SOil, John Emery, was but a small boy. The family after­
ward removed to Fauquier County, Va., and in about 1835 or 1837 
they moved to Dent County, Mo., Oll Meramec, where they improved 
a good farm. Mr. Watson died soon after the war. He was a soldier 
in the War of 1812, and was 11 member of the Methodist Church. 
His father, Leonard B. Watson, was probably born in Maryland, was 
of English origin, and was a soldier in the War of 1812. He came to 
Missouri with his son, and died in Crawford Oounty, where William 
C. lived for the first two years as a renter. John Emery ·Watson is 
the third of five children, and is the only one now living. He received 
a limited education, which he improved later in life by observation, 
study and reading. At the age of seventeen he began for himself by 
farming, and in 1847 and 1848 he married Miss Mary Ann, daughter 
of William and Mary Ann (Halbert) Blackwell, natives of Virginia 
and tlouth Oarolina, respectively. To Mr. Watson and wife were 
born twenty children, fifteen sons and five daughters, seven sons and 
two daughters now living: John'l'homas, James A., Mary A., wife of 
William Harkey, of Texasi J.,orenzo Do!!., G. T. Beauregard, Rhoda 
R., Prinee Albert, Orin P. and Samuel ,J. Tilden. With the excep­
tion of about four years spent in Salem to educate bis children, Mr. 
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\Vatson has lived in Short Bend Township, and on his present farm 
since before the war. He has over 700 acres in all, and has property 
in Salem, also owning a park stocked with deer. There are three 
caves on his farm, and in one is a fine spring and small lake. One of 
the caves has been explored ono-fourth of a mile, and has also fine 
prospects for iron of superior qnality, also some lead and some silver 
and copper ore. Mr. vVatson has given his large family of children a 
good education, and some of them are numbered among the best 
teachers of Dent County. In lStj5 he served four months in the 
Union army, in the troops stationed at Salom, and enlisted for one 
year, but at that time the war closed and he was discharged. He was 
formerly a "Whig in politics, but is now a Democrat, casting his first 
presidential vote for Gen. Taylor. Mr. 'Watson is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, a member of the Agricultural 'Wheel, and Mrs. 
\)Tatson and two daughters aro m,lmbers of the Methodist Church. 
One son is a member of thEl Baptist C11111'ch. 'While in Salem Mr. 
Watson was interAsted in wagon-making; was also engaged in the 
butchering business, and for a short time was oceupipd in merchandis­
ing. lUrs. Watson was horn in Crawford County, and her father was 
born in Virginia, and when about three years old came with his father, 
Jesse Blackwell, to St. Francois Connty, whEll'8 h8 manied Misi:I Mary 
Halbert. In about 1882 or 1833 ho removEld to Crawford Connty, 
Mo., and a fow years afterward rHmoved to Dent County, in Norman 
Valley, where he died shortly before the war. He was a soldier in the 
Black Hawk 'iVar; was very wealthy, and before the war built a large 
brick house. His wife is Rtill living, and iR ninety-four or ninety-five 
YElars of age. Her father, Rev. J arnE'S Halbort, was a South Carolina 
Primitive Baptist ministL~r, and was for lliany years in SouthElast lVl is­
sOUl·i. He was an early Bottlor of St. F'rancoif; County, and ditld nN1I' 
Steel vill e. 

John Calvin\\! elch, collector of Dent County, and ono of the 
prominent citizens of Spring Creek TownHhip, is a native of Dent 
County, Mo., and was born November 8, J ~"t<). Hp, is a Ron of Thomas 
and Eliza (Reddick) Welch, and grandson of John Welch, who was 
a native of North Carolina, and at an early date immigrated to Tpn­
nessee. He resill()d in \Veakley County, 'renn., anum bel' of years, 
and then came to Dent County, Mo., locating Hix miles west or th", 
county seat, where he died about 1857, at thEl age of ninety years. 
He was a soldier in the 'Val' of 1812, with Gen. Jackson. Thomas 
'Velch was born in Tennessee in 1812, was married in Weakley 
Connty, of that State, and then cama to Deni County, Mo., the same 
year as his father. He settled on Dry Fork, six miles from Halelll, 
where he now resides. He was the owner of 600 acres of land, but 
being of a benevolent disposition, has given it all to his children. 
He is yet living, and is one of tho pioneer settlers of Dent County. 
When first settling there his nearest neighbor was forty miles south, 
and he would frequently go twenty miles to a house raiHlng, and 
twenty-five and thirty miles to mill. His wire, Eliza (Reddick) Welch, 
died in 1852, and after her death Mr. Welch married Mrs. Caroline 
Jadwin, nee Howell, daughter or Christopher Howell. Thomas Welch 
is the father of twelve children, seven by the first marriage and five· 
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by the second, all of whom lived to be grown: Melissa, wife of Joseph 
M. Howell; Joseph M. (deceased); John C., Thomas J., Eliza, wife of 
Jasper Plank; Jane, wife of J. S. Cooley; Phrebe E., wife of W. C. 
Inman; Current R, General A., James G., Josephine, wife of Samuel 
Skeeters, and Albert S. John C. W ElIch attained his growth on a farm, 
and made his home with his parents until the breaking out of the late 
war, when he cast his destinies with the Sonth. In 1861 he enlisted 
in Freeman's company, Missouri State Militia, for six months, but at 
the end of six months he was captured and taken to Alton, where he w as 
retained until September, 1862. He was then exchanged, and enlisted 
in Company F, Ninth Missouri Infantry, as orderly-sergeant. After 
the fight at Pleasant Hill he was promoted to the rank of secon d 
lieutenant,. and FlUlTendered at Shreveport, La., in June, 1865. In 
December of the following year be married MiHs Martha E. Wofford, 
daughter of Smith vVofford, and a native of Middle Tennessee, born 
in 1846. To this marriage were born seven children: James C., Thoma s 
F., William G., Joseph M., Iona, Bertha, Walter H. After the war 
Mr. Welch resumed farming, and continued at this until 1886, when 
he was elected collector of Dent County, by a majority of 262, on the 
Democratic ticket. He is a member of the I. O. O. F., and his wife 
is a member of the Missionary Baptist Church. 

William W. Williams, who is cl06ely connected with the farming 
and stock raising intercRts of Norman rrowIlship, was born in Wales 
in 1817, and is the son 01 David and Sarah Williams, natives of Wales, 
where they spent all their liveR. 'rhe mothtn' died during the Civil 
War, and the father died about ten years before. Of their seven chil­
dren, five sons and two daughterR, William W. is the youngest. He 
was reared OIl a farm in his native country, and received a very lim­
ited education. About 1840 he came to the United States, and lived 
in Pennsylvania until 1866, when ho came to Dent County, Mo., and 
settled on his prosent tarm, which now consists of GOO acres, with 130 
under cultivation, all the rORult of his own labor. He was engaged in 
coal mining in Pennsylvania, and farming and stock raising in Mis­
souri. His farm is located nine miles north of Salem, and is a fine 
place. He served a shOl't time in Company A, Forty-eighth Pennsyl­
vania Volunteer Infantry, and was OIl guard duty in Pennsylvania. 
He was marriotl in 18-IH to Miss Jane Thomas, who was born in Penn­
sylvania, and died in June, 11:351. She bore him one child, who is 
also deceased. il'Ir. Williams is a Repui)lican in politics, his first pres­
idential vote being for '1'aylor ill l.'l ~8. His three brothers and one 
sister came to the United States, and the sister died ill Salem. She 
was the wife of William Williams. lVIr. Williams is the owner of 200 
acres near lYIeramec Hiver, and a hOllse and lot ill Salem, all the result 
of his own hard work, and has cleared nearly all his laud by his own. 
individual labor. He has always heen very industrious, and, although 
seventy-one years of age, does considerable hard work. In early life 
he made several sea voyages, and has had a varied experience. 

Col. Edmund T.Wingo, attorney at law and justice of the peace, 
of Salem, was born in Amelia County, Va., December 23, 1818, and 
is the son of John and Mary (Hutch'ings) \Vingo. John Wingo was 
born in Amelia County, Va., in 1788, and was of English descent. 
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He was the son of John Wingo, Sr., who was a native of England. 
John Wingo, Jr., was a farmer by occnpation, and in 1829 his wife 
and six children went t.o Missouri with her brother, Charles Hutch­
ings, who located in Washington County, Mo. John Wingo remained 
behind to dispose of some property and settle up business; waf> taken 
liiick, and died in 1830. The same year his widow moved to Madison 
County, Mo., and bought a farm, where she died abont 1832. After 
her death the children remained with their uncle until 1837, when 
Edmund T. went to :l\tIontgomery County, Tenn., to live with his uncle, 
John Hutchings, and attend school. l'he following year he returned 
to his birth place, in Virginia, and continued going to school, living 
with his uncle, 'William Green, who had married a Hutchings. In 
1844 he graduated from William and Mary's College at Williamsbmg, 
Va., and received a diploma to I)ractice law, practicing for fifteen 
months in Amelia. He then moved to Liberty, Bedford Co., Va., and 
in January, 1846, was married to Miss Mary J. Fizer, a native of Bed­
ford County, Va., born ill 1822. One child was born to this marriage, 
Jacob W., who is now deputy postmaster of Salem, Mo. In May, 
1847, Mrs. Wingo died, and Mr. -Wingo went to Botetourt County, 
Va., where he taught a four months' term of scbool. In September, 
1850, he married Miss Sarah Stull, a native of Botetourt County, Va., 
horn in 1808. In the fall of 1850 he returned to Washington County, 
Mo., with his wife and nine negroes. At the !:lUd of six months he 
sold all his negroes except one, and' returned to Virginia, where he 
'remained until 1857, when he again came back to Missouri, but, this 
time located in Salem, where he resumed the practice of law, in which 
business he has since bl'(~n engaged. In 18fiO he organized a cavalry 
company in Dent County, and in 18G1 he organized the FirRt Bogi­
ment, Seventh Division Missouri State Guard, and he was elected 
colonel of the same. In 1862 he waR commissioned brigadier-general 
of the Seventh Division Missouri State G'uard, anti at the batt1(~ of 
Lexington he was shot in the right i:lhoulder while dismounting from 
his horse. He was with his regiment until it was disorganized, which 
occurred in 1862. Col. VV ingo is a man now in the evening of life, 
and is as highly esteemed and as universally respected as any Illan in 
the county. He is a man of fine legal ability, good jlHlgment, and is 
scrllpulously honest. He has a pleasant disposition, is courteous and 
accommodating, and is a man who i" fond of a joke and is witt.y in 
giving them. He has been a life-long Democrat, casting his first pres­
idential vote for Gen. Cass in 1848. He has been in official life the 
greater portion of his days; was lieut.enant of militia in Virginia, a 
notary public; was a Douglas elector in 1860; was elected to the State 
Legislature in 1882, and is now jnstic8 of thn peace. Col. Wingo's 
second wife died April 14, 18813, and in October of the same year he 
manied Miss Lucinda E. Wheeling, who was bol'll in Washington 
County, Mo., in 1842, and who is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Col. 'Wingo is a pleasing and forcible speaker, and he has been one 
of the most influential men of Dent Countv; was a candidate for the 
nomination of circuit judge, and carried D'8nt County, Mo., by a large 
majority, but was defeated in foreign counties. '1'he nnmber of votes 
he has always commanded in Dent County illustrates to a nicety his 
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high standing among his own people. He is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity, and is a strong believer in the Christian faith, and is very 
charitable and liberal in giving to laudable enterprises. 

TEXAS COUNTY. 

Judge John N. Angel, of Texas County, Mo., was born in De Kalb 
County, Tenn., December 13, 1832, and is a son of Martin B. and 
Lucy (Stover) Angel, natives of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively, 
both of whom died in Illinois, he in Jackson County in 1857, when 
about sixty years of age, and she in Union County in 1884, aged 
eighty years. They had moved from the mother's birth-place in 1853, 
and spent the I'est of their days in Illinois, where the father was en­
gaged in tilling the soil and teaching school. He was a Whig, and 
whilo residing in Tennessee filled the office of justice of the peace, and 
was also a member of the Masonic fraternity. Mrs. Angel was a mem­
ber of the United Baptist Church, and she and Mr. Angel bfilcame the 
parents of four sons and t,hreo daughters, two sons and two daughters 
of whom are now living. Judge John N. Angel was quite young when 
he started in life for himself, but being plucky and persevering he 
begau learning the blacksrnith'R trade, and afterward turned his at­
tention to farming, and has been connected with every mail line ex­
cept tha.t which leadR to Rolla, being engaged in the latterl business 
in Southern MiDsouri for the paKt eighteen years. DUl'ing the latter 
part of t.he Hebellion he was in the Government service as teamster. 
Sinco 1851 he has boon II reRident of 'l'exas County, Mo., and in 1852 
was appointod to the office of constable, being elected to the office the 
following year, and in addition to this has served as justice of the 
peaco soven yoars. In 1866 ho was appointed assessor of the county, 
which position he held four years, and in 1886 was elected justice of 
the peace, being elected, two years later, judge of the Western Dis­
trict, which position he is still filling. June 15, 1853, he married 
Miss Frances J. Wood, a daughter of Hon. John C. Wood. She was 
born in Wilson Oounty, 'l'enn., January 4, 1835, and died in Texas 
County, Mo., January 23, 1880, having become t.he mother of the 
following children: James W., who was born ,July 9, 1855, and is 
now a resident of 'l'exas County; Isabella A., born May 13, 1857, and 
now the wife of S. H. Fry; Sn;;an B., born September 18, 1862, and 
Hershel A., born March 17, 1809. Tboso deceased are John C. Wil­
lis, born September 19, 1866, and died at the age of two years; Sarah 
Rebecca, born August 26, 1859, and died March 27, 1862, and Horace, 
born Augulilt 8, 1872, and died September 15, 1872. Mr. Angel be­
gan life a very poor boy, and on coming to Texas County, !flo., his 
entire capital consisted of 45 cents, but by industry and judicious 
management he is now one of the prosperous citizens of the county. 

J. M. Angell, manager of the Cabool Roller Mills, was born in 
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